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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


"ARAFAT SEES HUNGARIAN, BULGARIAN AMBASSADORS-Brother Commander Abu ‘Ammar fasir 
‘Arafat|, chairman of the PLO Executive Committee and commander in chief of the 
Palestinian revolution forces, received Hungarian Ambassador Szalai and Charges 
d'Affaires (Laslovati) in Beirut at noon today. The Hungarian ambassador renewed 
his country's invitation to the brother commander to visit Hungary. The brother 
commander in chief requested the Hungarian ambassador to convey his thanks to 
Comrade Janos Vadar and the comrade members of the Hungarian Communist [Socialist 
Workers] Party's Central Comaittee. The current situation, Hungarian-Palestinian 
relations, developments in the region and several other issues were discussed. 
Brother Abu ‘Ammar also received the Bulgarian ambassador in Beirut at noon today. 
The ambassador conveyed to Abu ‘Ammar a special invitation to attend the meetings 
of the Bulgarian Communist Party's Congress, scheduled to be held on 31 March. 
Brother Abu ‘Ammar requested the ambassador to convey his special greetings to 
Bulgarian chairman Todor Zhivkov. [Text] [JN111804 (Clandestine) Voice of 
Palestine in Arabic to the Arab world 1615 GMT 11 Mar 81] 
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AFGHANISTAN 


REBEL LEADER COMMENTS ON VARIOUS ISSUES 
BKO91404 Hong Kong AFP in English 1353 GMT 9 Mar 81 


[Text] New Delhi, March 9 (AFP)--Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat, has informed 
a leading opposition political party in Afghanistan that he would recognise the 
proposed rebel government to be formed by the end of April in the eastern Paktia 
Province, a top ranking party leader said today. 


Secretary general of the Afghan Social Democrat Party (ASDP), Mohammed Amin Wakman, 
told newsmen that preparations were on to form the government. 


He said the proposed government would include representatives from various Afghan 
rebel groups and would have a president, prime minister and a council of five 
ministers. 


The ASDP, which completed 15 years of existence yesterday claims a membership of 
35,000 inside Afghanistan and another 240,000 sympathisers. 


Mr Wakman supported the French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing's January 27th 
proposal for a political solution of the Afghan crisis. 


He said he had written letters to 30 heads of states and the United Nations 
pledging support for an international conference on Afghanistan. 


He said his party was ready to discuss the Afghan situation with President Babrak 
Karmal if it helps to find a solution of the crisis. 


He suggested that the proposed international conference should be followed by the 
total withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan and if needed, their replacement 
by a United Nations peace-keeping force. 


Mr Wakman, who visited Afghanistan in January said there was a lull in rebel 
activities. He attributed it to heavy snow that now covers the rebel hideouts-- 
the mountains. 


He welcomed United States President Ronald Reagan's offer of arms for the Pakistan- 
based Afghan rebels groups. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ROBBERS, SABOTEURS CRUSHED--Groups of robbers and saboteurs were recently crushed 
in Laghman and Qunduz Provinces as a result of the courageous actions of the 
security force and defense of revolution groups. Various types of American and 
Chinese weapons and a large number of bullets were seized from these agents of 
imperialism and reaction. [Excerpt] [LD080316 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 
1600 GMT 7 Mar 81) 


"TRAITORS' CAPTURED, PUNISHED--A group of counterrevolutionary elements, these 
mercenaries of reaction and imperialism, who have disrupted the peaceful life of 
Dowshi District by their inhuman actions, were recently punished for their sinister 
actions by the security forces and with the cooperation of the noble people of the 
district. A spokesman for the POL-E Khomri District of Baghlan Province said: 
Three members of this group, traitors to the homeland, people and revolution, were 
captured while in possession of a number of various types of Egyptian, Chinese 

and American arms. They are under intensive inter: ion. [Text] [LD082052 
Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 8 Mar 81) 


SOVIET PUBLIC WORKS AID--A R1.901 million contract for the purchase of equipment 
and material required by the department of roads of the Ministry of Public Works 
to repair the Kabul-Haraytan highway was signed today between the Ministry of 
Public Works and Tekhnoeksport Institute of the USSR. The contract was signed 
in the presence of Eng Nazar Mohammad, minister of public works, and the deputy 
economic adviser of the USSR Embassy in Kabul, by the head of the ministry's 
planning and research department and the representative of Tekhnoeksport. In 
accordance with this contract, various equipment and material for road repair 
work consisting of 7,700 tons of reinforcing steel will be handed over to the 
Afghan side within 15 months. The cost will be financed from credits allocated 
by the USSR. [Text] [LD110200 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 10 Mar 81] 


AFGHAN MUJAHEDIN ACTIVITIES--According to reports from Kabul, Afghan Mujahedin 
have increased their activities. Just 4 days ago they attacked the Mahi Par power 
plant on the Kabul-Jalalabad highway. As this place is in a valley, it is a good 
strategic target for the Mujahedin. The occupation forces could not force the 
Mujahedin to leave their hiding places. According to che Afghan press agency, 

the attack lasted 5 hours. The Mujahedin were equipped with modern weapons and 
rocket launchers. They killed 30 soldiers, destroyed 3 tanks of the occupation 
army, and disabled a large number of machineguns. [Excerpts] [GF101924 Islamabad 
International Service in Dari 1600 GMT 10 Mar 81] 














SOVIET WHEAT CONTRACT=-A contract for the purchase of 35,000 tons of wheat worth 
$9.52 million was signed in Kabul between the department of foodstuffs and the 
Soviet firm Vostok-Intorg. The agreement was signed by the director of coope fue 
tives and foodstuffs and the assistant director of the Vostok-Intorg in the pres- 
ence of the minister of commerce, Mohammad Khan Jalalar, and the Soviet commercial 
attache in Kabul, (Romiansiv). They exchanged its relevant documents. Under the 
contract the wheat purchased will be delivered to the Afghan side by way of Hayratan 
port over the next year. A spokesman for the department of cooperatives and food- 
stuffs said: The amount of wheat which the USSR will give to Afghanistan over the 
next year will be in addition to the 75,000 tons given as grant-in-aid. [Text] 
[LD092238 Kabul Domestic Service in Pashto 1530 GMT 9 Mar 81) 


FAMILIES RETURN HOME--A total of 350 of our countrymen and 22 families have 
returned to the beloved country, Afghanistan, through the border post at Islam 
Qal'ah. Officers and soldiers at the border post greeted these countrymen. 

While condemning the atrocities of hangman Amin that forced them to leave the 
country, spokesmen for the group lauded the facilities the DRA Government has 
provided for them. They announced their intention to launch an untiring struggle 
to implement the goals of the April Revolution. [Text] [GF041551 Kabul in Urdu 
to South Asia 1330 GMT 4 Mar 81] 


FAMILIES RETURN THROUGH ISLAM QAL'AH--A number of people forced to leave their 
homeland under Amin's fascist regime returned recently through Islam Qal'ah and 
Tor Kham. The returnees consist of (7830) individuals and 45 families. Officials 
at Tor Kham and Islam Qal'ah border posts welcomed these countrymen. The country- 
men expressed their gratitude for the facilities provided to them by the govern- 
ment. [Text] [GF101549 Kabul in Urdu to South Asia 1330 GMT 10 Mar 81] 


THUGS, COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS ROUTED--Kabul, 7 Mar (BAKHTAR)--A band of 
thugs ar’ counterrevolutionary elements who were disrupting the normal life in 
Hazrat wam District, Qunduz Province and were engaged in robbery and murder 
stopping the cars and plundering the property of the passengers on board were 
routed by the security forces with the cooperation of local people. A large 
number of Chinese and Pakistani weapons and bullets were captured from them. 
[Text] [LD090224 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0503 GMT 8 Mar 81] 


AMBASSADOR TO BULGARIA--Emtiaz Hasan, DRA ambassador in Bulgaria, recently sub- 
mitted his credentials to Todor Zhivkov, first secretary of the Communist Party 
and president of the Revolutionary Council of Bulgaria. [GF101732 Kabul Inter- 
national Service in English 1530 GMT 10 Mar 81] 
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U.S. SAID TO EXPLOIT POOR COUNTRIES 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 81 p 3 


[Article by Hadi H. Jiad: 


[Text } 


The plight of millions 
of hu ple in the 
Third World is the dire- 
ct consequence of long 
bleak years of imperiali- 
st domination and ~< 
oitation. After the In 
strial Revolution started 
in the 18th Century, We- 
stern Europe needed raw 
materials for their in- 
dustries and thus sent th- 
eir armies overseas tO ac- 
quire foreign territories 
which were rich in raw 
materials. 

This was sustained la- 
ter on when mass pro- 
duction warranted the 
necessity of finding 
new markets for the 
products and goods. 
Colonialism took its 
political framework 
after this stage wh- 


en labour was ur 
gent g with cheap 
raw materials v-hich we 
re necessary for making 
high profit. It happened, 
however, that countrics 
in the southern half of 


the worid should 

with the needs of 
North which has been 
enjoyi the fruits of 
ay — - pr 
osperity r exp 
loitation of natural reso 
urces as well as the peo 
ple of the South. 


With the passage of 
time, the national re- 
sources of the Third 
World countries are de- 
pleting and their eco- 
nomies are becoming 
more and more dependent 
on those of the indus- 
trialised ones. A sud- 
den and complete col- 
lapse of those econo- 
mies is always envis- 
aged if any Third World 
country contemplates a 


breakaway from the moth- 


er economy. Yet, politi: 
cal will is obviously the 
decisive factor which so 
me of the Third World 
countries fear tremendo- 
usly just because they 
have been intimidated 


and tamed unconscious: 
ly by the colonialists. 


"U.S.A. Exploits Even the Hunger") 


Nowadays, there are 


many belts of hunger on 
the world map. Africa is 


the worst hit. United Na: 
tions agencies and other 
regional = organisations 
have donated and sent 
financial and material 
aid to those areas to all: 
eviate the sufferings of 
their inhabitants especi 
ally in South East Africa 
and the Sahel. 
Industrialized countri- 
es have done exactly the 
opposite. Britain, for ex: 
ample, decided to cut fo- 
reign aid by almost 60% 
while the new American 
Administration has also 
decided on slashing do 
wn the aic allocated for 
poor countries. Both co 
untries announced at the 
same time that big incr 
eases in their budget’s 
appropriations for mili 
tary pu have been 
approved on the basis of 
building up their nuclear 
arsenals. The American 
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Administration announc 
ed also through its Sec 
retary of Defence that 
it would revive the roy 
ect of producing and de 

ploying the Neutron Bo- 


Americans have estab: 
lished many projects and 
cooperatives in some of 
the poverty stricken cou: 
ntries. under the pretext 
of providing aid to them. 
They are in fact dummy 
companies used to supp: 
ress and exploit farmers 
by a variety of illegal me 
ans and sordid motives. 


One of the well-known 
among other American 
cooperatives is USAID 
in Mali in South West 
Africa. SAID claims 
that its aim is to “help” 
poor farmers selling 
ir agricultural products 


4820 








for rewarding returps. 
Actual transactions have 
ved so far that USA’ 

D pays cheap prices for 
those products and expo’ 
rts them to neighbouring 
countries where the pri 
ces are extremely high so 
that USAID can easily 
secure enormous profits. 
Having in mind the 


food shortages in many 
African countries, many 


observers believe that th 


ese American activities 
are wy 4 demag 
- ring the 

orts of Food cy Agni: 
culture Organisation and 
other agencies to stamp 
out or at least ease the 
severity of hunger there. 
They say it jis inhuman 
and distasteful to thrive 
on stealing the sustenan- 


ce of needy people. 
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ing a deaf ear to the Arab 
demands to withdraw 


stubborn attitude of the 
ignorant Persians in giv 





islands. 
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by doing so, the 
Khomeini regime has co- 


These circles 
med that 


from the occupi 
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mmitted a flagrant aggre: 
ssion on the Arab Nation, 
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CLERICS SAID TO SUPPORT WAR EFFORT 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 81 p 5 
[Article by L. Y. Barkho: "The Role of Iraqi Religious Dignitaries in the War") 


[Text] The religious dignitaries, like other sectors of the Iraqi society, have 
voiced full support to the war against the Persian enemy. Like the various 

Iraqi unions, which embarked, since the beginning of the fighting on different 
activities in support of the war, the religious dignitaries shouldered a task of 
primary importance in consolidating and continuing the ‘spirit of victory achieved 
in the early days of the battle. 


Their role in the war, indeed, has been threefold: 


First they have dedicated their Friday sermons to relevant war topics to inform 
congregations of the day-to-day development of the situation in the eastern bor- 
ders of the Arab homeland. 


Second, many aged religious dignitaries reported to volunteers registration cen- 
tres set up following the call made by the General Command of the Armed Forces on 
October 10, asking over 65 year old persons to volunteer to fight the enemy. 


Lastly, they voluntarily visited the battlefront and the areas liberated by the 
enemy to congratulate the Iraqi soldiers who through their sacrifice and deter- 
mination, pushed the enemy tens of kilometers away from the Iraqi borders. 


Since September 4, 1980 when the Persian enemy started shelling Iraqi border- 
cities with heavy and long-range artillery, the Friday sermons have almost com- 
pletely been devoted to expose the Persian covetous intentions in the Arabian 
Gulf in particular and the Arab homeland in general. 


The speakers quote from and comment on President Saddam Hussein's speeches and 
highlight Iraq's attitude towards the war. All speakers are unanimous in put- 
ting the blame for starting the war on Khomeini, who has taken Islam as a guise 
for his anti-Islamic practices. Thev also pay tribute to the peaceful stand 
adopted by Iraq since the war broke out and the repeated calls it made for a 
ceasefire though they went unheeded by the enemy. 


Mr Abed Ahmad, who was among the group of the religious dignitaries who visited 
the front, told an Iraqi frontline reporter that he demanded to stay at the front 




















with lraqi soldiers, but, being a 65 year old volunteer, he was told that he 
will have to wait until called for by the political leadership. 


Another dignitary, Sheikh Abdul Sattar Jabbar Ibrahim, from Ba'quba, expressed 
hope that he would be given the chance to join the front as a Popular Army 
fighter, “because Iraqi Army's excellent performance in the war made the whole 
world reapect Arab's will, dignity and sovereignty.” 


On January 2, delegation comprising Najaf'e religious dignitaries, visited 
Muhammara and other areas liberated by the [Iraqi Army. 


Imam Ali al-Kafa'ie, who was among the delegation said that Iraq's battle waged 
on behalf of the Arab Nation has raised the banner of Islam and called upon 
Moslems all over the world to back Iraq's just war against the Persian enemy. 


The religious dignitaries said their prayers in Saddam's Mosque in Muhammara, 
which has been renovated by Iraqi authorities. 


Another delegation comprising religious dignitaries from all over the country 
also went to Muhammara on February 1. They met Iraqi soldiers and Popular Army 
fighters stationed inside and in the outskirts of the city. 


They distributed copies of the Holy Koran to the Iraqi fighters, who pledged 
not to stop fighting until Iran recognises Iraq's legitimate rights. 


What did attract the delegation's attention was a group of Arabistan Vanguards 
and youth organisations, opened recently in the city, who were singing and hail- 
ing President Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi Army. 





Their third visit was to the northern sector of the battlefield, namely, Qasri 
Shirin. After saying their prayers in the mosque, also renamed after President 
Saddam Hussein, they toured the city and met with Iraqi fighters there. 


Sheikh Ousama Muhammad, Imam of al-Farouq mosque in Ba'quba, told a group of 
lraqi fighters in the city that Khomeini clique do not lie to themselves ut 
also to their peoples. “Islam has got nothing to do with them. They are, indeed 
a group of imposters, who through their anti-Islamic and inhuman policies starwd 
their peoples to death and brought destruction to their country,” he added. 


The Iraqi religious dignitaries have, since the inception of July 17, 1968 
revolution, backed all the steps taken by the political leadership to preserve 
the Nation's independence and sovereignty. Under current circumstances, they 
have placed all their capabilities inthe service of the war against the Persian 


enemy. 
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U.S. PROGRESSIVE PARTIES DELEGATION--The delegation of the progressive parties 
and movements in the United States hailed the prominent role played by the 
Party and Revolution leadership led by President Saddam Hussein in supporting 
liberation and progressive movem_ nts all over the world in their struggle to 
gain independence and freedom. In a press conference held by the delegation 
in Mansour Hotel yesterday the delegates reaffirmed their firm stand in sup- 
porting Iraq's efforts to realise jus. peace and foil imperialist schemes in 
this vital region. They also voiced their gratitude and appreciation to the 
Arab Ba'th Socialist Party's National Command for providing them with the 
opportunity to visit Iraq and get acquainted with its achievements following 
the glorious July 17 Revolution. The delegation comprises the Revolutionary 
Party for all African peoples, the porto Rican Socialist Party and the Red 
Indian's Movements in America. [as published] [Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in 
English 21 Feb 81 p 1] 


APPEAL POR PEACE--The Iraqi science council appealed to all intellectuals and 
scientists throughout the world to use cheir good offices to persuade the Lran- 
ian peace-loving forces to respond to the calls for peace and negotiations in- 
atead of bloodshed and fratricide and to reinstate understanding between the 

two neighbourly countries. In a statement issued yesterday the council said that 
Iraq had welcomed the new Iranian regime out of its belief that relations between 
the two countries ought to be instituted on mutual respect and noninterference 

in internal affairs. Regrettably all Iraq's efforts went in vain and the new 
rulers embarked on a policy directly jeopardising Iraq's security and sovereignty 
it added. While Iraq, is now on the verge of a radical social and economic trans- 
formation in all walks of life, it sincerely looks forward to an era whereby rela- 
tions with Iran would be characterized with mutual respect of each others rights 
and sovereignty so that both people could live in peace and security, the state- 
ment concluded. [Text] [Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 23 Feb 81 p 4] 
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COMMENTATOR ON U.S. VIEW OF ISRAEL'S STRATEGIC VALUE 
TAO61315 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 6 Mar 81 p 14 
[Commentary by ‘Uzi Benziman: “Ie Ierael Really a Strategic Asset?") 


[Text] A U.S. official who was asked thie week how Israel could compete with 
Saudi Arabia for U.S. sympathy anewered on a humorous note: “find ofl." The 
question as well as the answer reflect one and the same feeling: Doubts regarding 
Israel's ability to compete against U.S. interests in Riyadh. In other words, 
second thoughts regarding the practical significance of the declaration made by 
the Reagan administration that Israel is a strategic asset, in the light of this 
administration's aim of nurturing the strategic assets implicit in Saudi Arabia. 


The visit of Foreign Minister Shamir in Washington has only served to enhance the 
importance of the question of how the United States means to resolve the contra- 
diction between its interests in Israel and in Saudi Arabia. In every conversa- 
tion he held, Shamir kept hearing the same complimentary phrase that "Israel is 

a strategic asset." This reflects a significant change ip the administration's 
approach. Inthe past, U.S. presidents and their officials used to stress the 
“especial status" Israel occupied in their eyes. This status derived from a feeling 
of sharing the same scale of priorities, of a moral commitment on the part of the 
super-power to the small democratic country, and from every president's sensitivity 
where Jewish public opinion in his country was concerned. 


The Reagan administration's attitude is different. It has come out with a new and 
blunt definition: Ties with Israel do not only derive from some sort of special 
relationship, but also from a realistic view of the U.S. interest. The importance 
of this approach lies in its directness and its public nature. Previous presidents 
also recognized Israel's military value and the contribution this value makes to 
the status of the United States in the region (tangible expression of this was 

the IDF's deterrent deployment against Syria, which prevented the Syrian army from 
intervening in Jordan in 1970.) 


Other former presidents also considered the existence of a democratic country with 
a Western orientation in the Middle East an important factor where U.S. interests 
were concerned. But the Reagan administration has bestowed a new dimension on 
this approach: It has, as it were, taken our Israel's strategic asset from the 
indistinct place awarded it by the administration's predecessors, holding it up 
to the light and placing it on map of the declared intentions of U.S. policy. 


12 














The change in this presidentiai approach is not only 4 verbal one. Worde and 
definitions expressed by statesmen, especially by a U.S. president, establish 
policy, change the statue of things, require the world to realign iteelf. The 
new phrase with which the Reagan administration crowns Ierael is also accompanied 
by an atmosphere: Shamir and his companions were received in Washington with 
esteem and warmth and definitely felt that the administration looks upon them as 
interlocutors, partners for a dialogue, representing a valuable and important 
country. 


But the advantage to Israel entailed in the new U.S. approach also carries with 

it a far-fromsimple problem: The same degree of bluntness the administration 
has shown in ite evaluation of Israel is also evident in its attitude toward Saudi 
Arabia. If Israel is a strategic asset because of the quality of its army, Saudi 
Arabia is a vital U.S. asset because of its oil reserves, its geographic location 
and financial resources. 


On the whole, this is nothing new: The assets which Reagan finds in Saudi Arabia 
have characterised it for many years, and have also determined the United States’ 
traditional attitude toward it. But the new, sharply defined U.S. posture regarding 
the status of Israel and of Saudi Arabia, deepen the contradiction that is inherent 
in the United States’ desire to foster its relations with both countries. 


In the next four years, Israel will have to vie with Saudi Arabia for U.S. support. 
Because of the rivalry between Israel and Saudi Arabia, and because of the new 
U.S. definitions regarding the value of both these countries, this competition 
could well be more acute than in the past. Israel will have to give serious 
thought to ways of ensuring its status as a strategic asset in the eyes of the 
U.S. administration, given the threat implicit in Saudi Arabia's attitude toward 
Israel (the At-Ta'if Conference, the declaration of a Jihad to be waged against 
Israel, Saudi Arabia's opposition to the Israel-Egyptian peace, its pretensions to 
Jerusalem, etc.). 


The contradiction in the U.S. attitude toward these two countries--which stems 
from the confrontation between them--is not confined to Washington alone, and the 
United States is not the only one that will have to seek ways to resolve it. The 
policy makers in Jerusalem will have to translate Israel's strategic importance 
to the Americans into practical terms and do away with threats to this standing-- 
threats that are bound to crop up because of Saudi Arabia's hostile attitude 
toward Israel. 


Yitzhaq Shamir's visit to the United States betokened the incipient competition. 
While Shamir did hear a great deal about the Reagan administration's esteem for 
Israel and the importance it attaches to Israel's strategic standing, he also saw 
how the White House backed the decision to supply Saudi Arabia with sophisticated 
military equipment, to Israel's displeasure. This decision also bears within it 
a threat to Israel's standing as it is viewed by the United States: The military 
strengthening of Saudi Arabia could one day be turned against Israel, thus under- 
mining the strategic value the United States presently attributes to it. 
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The U.S. decision is not a one~time or accidental one; similar decisions are bound 
to be made in the future, and they will confront Ierael with the constant task of 
striving to prevent a far-reaching tightening of relations between Riyadh and 
Washington, and of neutralizing the dangers that threaten Ierael directly as a 
result of Saudi Arabia's aggrandizement or ite political strengthening. Presumable 
Israel will not seek to induce Washington to make a fundamental decision as to 
which interest it prefere--the Saudi interest or the Israeli interest--but will 
wish to fragment the basic competition between the two countries into separate 
issues which will come up from time to time in their respective relations with 

the United States and in the mutual confrontation between them. 


Yitzhaq Shamir's failure to persuade the administration to renew the autonomy 
talks or to invite Menahem Begin to meet with President Reagan is not important. 
The administration's stands on these matters are understandable, stemming as they 
do from the date of the Israeli general elections. Nor is all the vociferous 
activity surrounding the establishing of a neutral supervision force for Sinai 
justified: The force will be formed. What was incomparably more meaningful was 
the administration's decision to turn down Israel's requests regarding the supply 
of advanced weapons to the Saudis. What emerged was that in the first round 
between Riyadh and Jerusalem for winning the new administration's understanding, 
the Saudi monarchy was the victor. 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANK TOWN TO GET NO AID FROM MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
TA090857 Jerusalem POST in English 9 Mar 81 p 2 


[Report by David Richardson: "Bayt Sahur to be Denied Aid Following Unauthorized 
Rally") 


[Text] Bayt Sahur Mayor Hanna al-Atrash was summoned by the Bethlehem military 
governor yesterday and told that any requests by his municipality or by residents 
of his town would be turned dom by the military authorities because a meeting 
that took place at a women's ciub on Seturday [7 March) had turned into a political 
rally. 


According to al-Atrash, he was asked on Friday if he would receive Nabulus Mayor 
Bassam ash-Shak'ah and the mayor of Ramallah, Karim Khalaf the next day since he 
is forbidden to leave the area cf Bethlehem. The status of ash-Shak'ah and Khalaf 
as political leaders in the West Bank has been enhanced since last June's car- 
bomb attacks against thee. 


After a luncheon with members of the local council, the guests including the 
deposed mayor of Bayt Jala, Bishara Da'ud, were invited to address a meeting of 
the local women's union. 


According to local sources who attended the meeting, the speeches contained "the 
normal nationalistic sentiments” and the crowd sang nationalistic songs. 


The military governor demanded to know why al-Atrash had not informed him in 
advance that he was receiving “such guests" to which the mayor replied that he 
was not aware that he was under such any obligation. 


According to al-Atrash, a number of requests for development projects were sub- 
mitted over six months ago and these will now be frozen. In addition, he expects 
that a request for a transfer of 131,000 dinars (3,537,000 Israeli shekels) from 
the Joint Jordanian-PLO Fund will not be approved. 


CSO: 4820 
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PAPER COMMENTS ON U.S, ATTITUDE TOWARD ALLIES 


TAO61221 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 6 Mar 81 p 16 
[Commentary by Yosef Harif: “Lewis Reported to Begin") 


[Excerpt] U.S. ambassador to Israel Samuel Lewis conferred with Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin this week and conveyed to him his impressions about the new U.S. 
administration. Lewis also referred to the new line adopted by the Reagan admin- 
istration and it can be inferred that when this administration speaks about an 
ally it really means it. According to the Reagan administration, an ally should 
be treated properly; namely, it should be strengthened materially and spiritually. 
Moreover, an ally should not be treated severely and it should be shown under- 
standing even when one does not agree with it. 


There is no reason why one should doubt the remarks made by U.S. Secretary of 
State Alexander Haig, who told Foreign Minister Shamir that “you have got a friend 
at the White House” before the latter's meeting with President Reagan. Haig had 
great influence behind-the-scenes in the Nixon administration. He personally 
contributed a great deal in fostering a pro-Israeli policy. 





Admittedly, the administration is still working on the final formulation of its 
Middle East policy. However, it intends to achieve an outstanding cialogue and-- 
as Ambassador Lewis emphasized to the prime minister--the new administration 
intends to strengthen relations with Israel, to raise the level of talks in the 
strategic dialogue (this certainly indicates a more serious approach) and to 
include Israel in the new strategy based on a common interest. This certainly 
implies a renewed and wider understanding in the political sphere, as well. To 
illustrate this point, suffice to say that both Reagan and Haig categorically 
rejected the European interference which seeks genuine contacts with the PLO and, 
indeed, a Palestinian state. 


It is still hard to know what will be the attitude of the new administration on 
the autonomy issue as seen by Begin. However, the cautiousness adopted by the 
administration and its reluctance to “buy” the concepts of the Carter administra- 
tion may be regarded as an encouraging presage. 


In any case, the rule guiding the new administration--as Minister Shamir evidenced 
in Washington and Prime Minister Begin learned from his talk with Lewis here--is 
that whoever is loyal to the United States should be supported and strengthened; 
and this rule also applies to Israel. Apparently, nothing is likely to spoil this 
"honeymoon" atmosphere until after the elections in Israel. Therefore, the opposi- 
tion will have a hard time attacking the government on the political issue and 
capitalizing on its “lapses.” 


CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


IDF COMMANDER WARNS OF ARAB ARMS PURCHASES 
TA060748 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0505 GMT 6 Mar 81 


[Excerpt] Most of the Arab confrontation countries are now conducting a large- 
scale military purchasing campaign and their purchases include many planes and 
assault equipment, and defensive weapons against planes, including improved Hawk 
missiles as well as mobile cannons for the defense of the land forces. This has 
been stated by the IDF commander of antiaircraft forces. The defense systems 
being purchased from the countries in the Soviet bloc and the West threaten the 
Israeli Air Force's attack capability. Our military correspondent Shmu'el Tal 


reports: 


The commander of the antiaircraft forces says that apart from the increase in 
defensive weapons, there is a noticeable trend toward a significant increase in 
the quantities of planes being purchased by the Arab countries and in the quality 
of these planes: 


[Begin recording] [unnamed IDF commander] What characterizes the modern attack 
planes is their greater ammunition-bearing capability, maneuvering ability and 
a better ability to locate targets and, in my estimation, over the years, the 
skill-level of the pilots from the Arab countries has risen, so that we are going 
to confront a higher standard in the future field of battle. [end recording] 


[Tal] According to the commander of the antiaircraft forces, the IDF must now 
learn to compete with weapons of a new type, the assault helicopter. 


[Begin recording] [IDF commander] It has various uses; it is fast; it appears 
at very low altitudes; it is capable of maneuvering efficiently, but it is even 
easier to hit than an assault plane and I estimate that most of the antiaircraft 
weapons we use are capable of causing damage or downing assault helicopters. 
[end recording] 
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ISRAEL 


AID TO SOUTHERN LEBANON REPORTED 
TAO91846 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 9 Mar 81 


{Text} Civilian aid Israel has given to Southern Lebanon villages over the last 
year totalled 20 mil.ion Israeli pounds [as heard]. [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 
on page 4 of its 10 March edition lists the amount of Israeli aid to Southern 
Lebanon over the last year as 20 million shekels.] This has been reported by our 
correspondent in the north. It has now been 5 years since the good fence policy 
in Metulla was put into operation and our correspondent Menahem Horowitz will give 
us the totals: 


Civilian aid totalling 200 millioa Israeli pounds [as heard] was given by Israel 
over the last year to the villages of the Christian enclave villages in Southern 
Lebanon and to Major Haddad's personnel. This amount of aid began even earlier 
than 2 years ago and it has increased only in accordance with the cost of living 
index. Most of the aid is given to the Christians in the medical field, via the 
good fence clinics, the hospital in Marj ‘Uyun and state hospitals in the north 

of Israel. Additional aid is given by the state of Israel in the fields of educa- 
tion, agriculture, electricity, water and similar civilian aid. Over the last 
year Israel gave the citizens of Southern Lebanon 20,000 days of hospitalization 
and 9 doctors from Israel and inhabitants of Southern Lebanon were occupied in 
medical aid. It has also been reported that during the civil war in Southern 
Lebanon, about 6,000 people were uprooted from Marj ‘Uyun and a similar number 
from the Bint Jubayl region. Most of the people who ran away left for Arab 
countries, but most of them have begun returning to the Southern Lebanon villages 
with the relative calm and return to civilian life in the areas under the control 
of Major Haddad. In the near future the courts and police stations recently estab- 
lished by Haddad in the enclave will begin work and a survey of the vehicles in 
Southern Lebanon will a'so be conducted. Haddad is now busy rehabilitating the 
civilian establishment in the area under his control, this being against the back- 
ground of the calm in the region. Haddad's aims are to preserve normal life in 
Southern Lebanon and, at the same time, to expand the services and begin political 
processes to consolidate Southern Lebanon as a country with law and order. 





CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


SOVLET IMMIGRANTS EXPRESS VIEWS 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 28 Jan 81 p 6 
[Article: "Soviet Immigrants Satisfied With Standard of Living in Israel") 


[Text] Most Soviet immigrants are satisfied with their standard of living in 
Israel, which is sometimes higher than that in the country of their origin, although 
they are dissatisfied with the level of cultural life in Israel as well as their 
social status among more veteran countrymen in Israel. 


This data was revealed in a comprehensive survey conducted by staff experts of the 
Falk Institute for Economic Research in Jerusalem, at the request of the Ministry 
of Absorption. The team of survey takers was headed by prof Gur Ofer of the Falk 
Institute, and his colleagues included Aharon Vinokur of the University of Haifa 
and Yehiel Bar-Haim of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 


The survey involved 400 immigrant families representing the immigration originating 
in European Russian cities only, after 3 years in Israel, at the end of the initial 
and most difficult stages of absorption. It was noted that this immigration 
represents more than two-thirds of the general Soviet immigration. 





Prof Gur explained that the purpose of the research was to measure the degree of 
the immigrants’ integration into the economic and social life of the country, the 
difficulties and failures, and also to clarify whether the immigrants constitute 
a burden on the veteran population or whether they indeed contribute to increase 
in economic output. 


In general, youngsters are better absorbed than adults. People with higher 
education are better absorbed than those with less education, and academics better 
than workers. In some important respects, women are better integrated than men. 


7075 
cso: 4805 
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INVESTMENT IN NEW SETTLEMENTS, EXPANSION OF OTHERS 


TA120926 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 12 Mar 81 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Yehuda Litani: "An Investment of 150 Million Shekels to be Made in 
Establishing Seven New Settlements and Expanding the Existing Ones"] 


[Text] The Jewish Agency's and Zionist Federation's Settlement Department this 
week began paving the roads to the seven new settlements scheduled to be inhabited 
by May and whose establishment will cost about 50 million shekels. These are 
Mikhmash, Hannanit 'B', Yaqir 'B', Shave Shomron 'B', Nili, Teqo'a 'B' and Birqan. 
A further 100 million shekels will be invested in expanding the existing 11 settle- 
ments. The settlement department intends to establish 400 housing units in these 
settlements and increase the number of units in each settlement to 60. This refers 
to the older settlements (that were established 3 years ago). 





The inhabitants of ‘Anabta, Kafr al-Labad and Bayt Lid in the Tulkarm District 
were this week informed that the military government is declaring a large area 

of land in the region of their villages to be state-owned. Anyone who intends to 
appeal against this decision will have to do so to the military government's 
appeals committee, within 21 days. Yesterday a military source reported that this 
land was intended for the establishment of Shave Shomron 'B'. 


At a ceremony yesterday to mark the foundation of the local council of Ma'‘ale 
Efrayyim, Interior Minister Dr Yosef Burg said that there were 64 Israeli settle- 
ments inhabited by about 16,000 people and organized into 10 municipal authorities 
(local and regional councils) in the Jordan Rift Valley, Judaea and Samaria. A 
local council was also founded yesterday in Ari'el, south of Hebron 'B'. 


The HA'ARETZ correspondent points out that a magistrates’ court will begin opera- 
tions in Qiryat Arba' next week. This will be the first civil court handing down 
judgements in accordance with Israeli law in the territory of the West Bank. The 
foundation of local and regional councils and the operation of an Israeli court 
in West Bank territory is a further stage in what Dr Burg, at M'ale Efrayyio 
yesterday, called the "government policy of political indivisibility of Judaea 
and Samaria." 


CSO: 4805 
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ARIDOR'S ABILITIES AS FINANCE MINISTER ANALYZED 


Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 23 Jan 81 p 5 





[Article by Rafael Bashan: "'The Eternal Deputy' Transformed to Finance Minister 
with Two Portfolios in Two Weeks"] 





[Text] Citizens, economists, and even cabinet members and MK's of the country 
await with curiosity and increasing tension, to see what new economic plan is 
really hidden in the brief case of the new finance minister appointed this week. 
Yoram Aridor continues to maintain an absolute silence and is not ready to publicly 
reveal even a shred of the moves which he is planning with the goal of resusci- 
tating Israel's ailing and deteriorating economy which moves from defeat to defeat 
in every area--only six months before the next elections. In contrast to most of 
our public figures, who cannot resist the seduction, Yoram Aridor refused this week 
to appear on television program "Moked", with the obvious purpose of avoiding the 
questions of interviewers. But those familiar with the ways of economics opened 
old folders, reviewed his articles and memos which he had filed with the government 
in the past, and speeches which he had delivered in Knesset, almost microscopically 
analyzing things which he has said to his close associates and in closed party 
forums. They have assembled a profile of the possible basic principles which may 
constitute the foundation of the economic program of the new finance minister. In 
their opinion, the focus is on nine fundamental points. 


a. A cost of living allowance fully linked to the index beginning on 1 April. 
b. A real wage supplement will be paid in accordance with the growth of output. 
c. Tax rates on fuel will be gradually Lowered. 

d. The ad valorem tax will be raised. 


e. Conditions on the sale of obligation notes and conditions of saving will be 
improved to absorb money from the public. 


f. The rate of devaluation will be reduced and the foreign exchange rate will be 
stabilized by the sale of foreign currency to the public and the encouragement of 


dollar saving plans. 


























&. Direct encouragement will be given to exporte. 
h. Real budgetary restraint will be implemented. 


i. The regular increases in the prices of basic commodities will be stopped, and 
their rates will be reduced. 


But above all, Minister Aridor will undoubtedly concentrate on what he has many 
times defined as “giving the ten plagues to inflation." 


The reactions of economic ministers and Histadrut leaders to the presumed plans 
of the new finance minister have in general been sympathetic, but at the same time 
they are somewhat filled with suspicion and doubt, as to whether he will be able 
to implement anything in the short time left to him before the election. This 
week Simha Ehrilich, deputy prime minister and former finance minister, and one of 
the patrons of Aridor's appointment, said : “I felt that a dangerous vacuum had 
been created by Yigal Horowitz's resignation, and that it was a very unhealthy 
situation. In terms of the internal agreements made within the Likud, we the 
Liberals were entitled to the finance portfolio. No one challenged that." 





Question: If so, why did you suggest for the post the businessman Yisrael 
Sakharov, who finally refused to accept it? 


Ehrlich: I proposed Mr Sakharov because I thought that with so little time left 
before the elections, a finance minister who was non-partisan would be desirable 
80 as to prevent gossip. Since Sakharov refused the position, I came to the 
conclusion that the appropriate candidate for the post was deputy minister Aridor. 


Question: Why didn't you support the demand of one of your two colleagues in the 
Liberal faction, Energy Minister Yitshaq Moda'i and Minister of Industry and 
Commerce Gideon Pat, who expressed their strong desire to accept the position 

of finance minister? 


Ehrlich: Because that would have led to interminable wrangling within the Liberal 
faction. I preferred to recommend Aridor even though he was a member of Herut; as 
for his economic plans, as publicized, he had presented some of them to me when 

I had served as fi once minister. I have a basis for assuming that Aridor would 
introduce some cha....°s in them, since they were formulated long before it was 
decided to hold early elections. It must be completely clear that if Aridor had 
only raised some ideas, from now on they would have to face the test of reality 
and he himself as finance minister would be charged with their realization, but 
theoretically and in practice. I wish him success, and he is entitled to much 
More support than I received from cabinet members when I served as finance 
minister. 


Yeruham Mashal, secretary general o, the Histadrut, responded: "I have read the 
principles of the futuristic plans of the new finance minister Aridor ag they have 
been publicized, and we already have a number of reservations about them. At our 
Planned meeting with the prime minister, with him (Aridor) and Minister Dayid Levi, 
with the participation of members of the Central Committee, including the chairman 
of the Trade Union Branch Yisrael Keysar and Naftali Ben-Mashakh (of MAPAM), which 














is to take place next Monday, we will immediately raise several basic problems to 
them: granting proper compensation for the decline in real wages of workers in all 
sectors of the economy which were sever: ly effected in 1980; massive government aid 
in the etruggle against unemployment which is increasing; Minister Aridor's idea 

of making a monthly cost of living payment to workers at a rate of 100 percent 
seems alright to us, but the Histadrut will in no way agree if this cost of Living 
supplement will be the principal component on which workers’ wages will be based. 
Past experience has taught us that whenever the Finance Ministry has proposed a 
high cost of living supplement, it has first removed elements such as fuel which 
has risen in price, and is now rising in price so frequently by dozens of percentage 
points, and is necessarily removed from wages. To such a combination we shall not 
agree! The result would be that the proposed supplement would shrink to 80 percent, 
or even 60 percent. We are not impressed with the dollar savings plan which he is 
designing; we are definitely in favor of a savings plan, and encourage the public 
to save, but why in dollars? What is wrong with our shekels? Do we lack specula- 
tors in foreign currency? I also reject out of hand Aridor's proposal to raise 

the ad valorem tax, which will hurt broad segments of the population and which is 
fundamentally a regressive tax." 





Once, Yoram Aridor served as chairman of the Blue and White Faction of the Histadrut. 
Several of its captains told me about that period: "Our experience with him in 
those days was not successfu . He made irresponsible demands, in terms of their 
effect on the economy of the country, and to gain popularity he adopted the extreme 
methods of a social demagogue. He and his friend David Levy were always trying to 
catch fish in muddy waters. The former finance minister, Yigal Horowitz always 

said what he thought and thought about what he said. In our experience, Yoram 
Aridor does not have that quality. It is hoped that his new high office will 

effect a fundamental change in his approach and methods. 


When I approached his predecessor, MK Yigal Horowitz, and asked: what do you wish 
to come after you?--he answered without hesitation: "All the best and success, 
from the bottom of my heart." 


Question: What do you think about the new finance minister's economic plans, as 
they have been published? Do you believe that they can be realized? 


Horowitz: Do me a favor. Leave me out of the matter. I have no magical medicines. 
Thank God I have been freed from that portfolio. Right now I am in a hurry to get 
to the plenary session, because they will be voting on moving up the elections. 


The new finance minister, Yoram Aridor is really a deviant figure in the political 
arena. Since the rise of the Likud to power, he has been a deputy minister, 
appointed on behalf of the prime minister, over six ministries (communications, 
Welfare, labor, transportation, justice, and commerce and industry). By all 
accounts, he has done his work with practical efficiency, and has even made some 
Substantive achievements in the areas with which he was charged, without getting 
into disputes with the ministers who were above him. Whenever a minister would 
resign from the cabinet for one reason or another, Aridor's name always popped 

as a natural replacement. But the prime minister preferred to keep hold of 
Aridor, for his own reasons, as a deputy minister. On his part, Aridor always 
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comported himpelf in those years like a gentleman. He never complained, never 
pushed, never threatened to resign. He continued to do his routine work, which 
ultimately was reduced to formlating anewers to the questions of opposition MK's 
to the government. He maintained a praiseworthy patience. No doubt in hie heart 
there were feelings of bitterness, disappointment, and frustration, but he never 
showed them publicly. Within the Likud and in public he wae etuck with the name 
"the eternal loser." 


And the, in June 1979, the gate suddenly opened and Yoram Airdor was chosen for 
the central position of chairman of the secretariat of the Herut movement, with 
the support of Prime Minister Menahem Begin, Minister of Construction and Housing 
David Levy, coalition chairman Haim Korpo, and chairman of the Herut faction in 
the Knesset, Haim Kaufman. From this stage on there was 4 substantive turnaround 
in the political career of Aridor. He attained a position which greatly strength- 
ened his position in the movement and increased his real influence in the chapters 
beyond any that he had when he served as deputy minister in various ministries. 
Circles close to Ezer Weitzmann complained bitterly and openly that Aridor had 
received the position of chairman of the Herut movement as a prize from Manahem 
Begin because of his energetic efforts to remove and neutralize Weitzman in Herut. 
Aridor people deny this, and claim: “That is a lie, motivated by envy.” 





The new finance minister is tall, 47 years old, married, with three children (a4 boy 
16, and daughters 12 and 7). He always dresses neatly and in a retrained manner. 
At the age of 20, he completed simultaneously BA degrees in economics, political 
science, and law, with honors. People who have worked with him say that behind 
his “baby face” is a sharp intelligence. He is an energetic worker, calculating 
each step in a pragmatic manner. His habit a keeping a pipe clenched in his teeth 
has created for him the image of an aloof man. The simple truth is that the new 
finance sinister is merely a private person, and it is difficult to strike up a 
friendship with him. His opponents claim that in fact he has a very Limited number 
of friends, and that the friends he has are flatterers who curry favor with hia 

to get a pirce of the cake. At work, Aridor does not say much, and extraneous 
talk not related to work does not please him. He goes right to the heart of a 
problem and demands that his aides come well prepared for consultation. His 
colleagues report that he quickly senses if someone has not done his homework, and 
he does not hesitate to call them on it, in a polite and quiet manner. 


Yoram Aridor lives in a house modestly furnished in good taste in a suburb of 
Ramat Gan. His wife Aviva (she was a lieutenant in the IDF during the Sinai 
Campaign and served on the front lines as a radio operator) is handsome, alert, 
and intelligent. She works as an economics teacher in the academic high school 
in Yehud (considered one of the best institutions of its kind in Israel, with 
students from Savion, Ramat-Efal, Neve-Monson, and Ganei-Yehudah). She tells me 
in humor: “When the Alienement was in power, I sharply criticized many of its 
measures, and even after the Likud came to power, I had complaints about its 
measures. I said this openly to Yoram. Now that he has been appointed as finance 
minister, I believe that at least in the economic sphere I will have no more 
complaints, and that the economy will be set aright as quickly as possible. But 
now IL have a different problem: until now I taught ay lessons in a free enough 
form, analyzing the economic situation as it was reflected in reality, and 
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integrating it with material found in academic texte. Prom now on I will have 

to be careful with every word, since there may be a student who will misinterpret 
what I eay, and go home and say to his parents: You should go to the stock 
exchange and buy such and such a stock, according to what my teacher Aviva says, 
because she is the wife of Pinance Minister Aridor." She then recalle that among 
her students were the children of Minister Gideon Pat and Ruth Arens, the daughter 
of the Chairman of the Committee on Poreign and Defense Affairs, Misha Arens. 
Both of them graduated with honors. 


Question: Does your husband have any hobbies? 


Anewer: te loves to play chese and reads books of all sorts, from political 
research to biographies and science fiction. He reads amazingly quickly, and 
sometimes it seems to me that he has read the whole library of the Knesset. 


Question: What is the root of the name Aridor--is it the original family name 
of the finance sinister? 


Anewer: No. There is an interesting story about it. ‘oram's family name was 
Lieberman. But his late father, who was a learned man, decided to Hebraize the 
name in an original way. He took the first letter of his sister's name-Ora, 
hie mother's name--Rivka, his own name--David, and his son's name--Yoram. tHe 
put them together in a Hebrew form to get the nice sounding name of Aridor. 


The new fitance minister's mother, Rivka Aridor, has worked for 20 years in the 
accounting department of Meteudat-Ze'ev. She telle me: “My late husband, whose 
friends called him a walking encyclopedia, was an accountant, who earned a law 

degree at the college of Nancy, France. Yoram inherited a lot of David's qualities." 


Question: Had it ever occurred to you that your son would serve as the finance 
minister in an Israeli government? 


Anewer: Yoram was always 4 serious boy, and later a thoughful man. I always 
believed in his ability and talent, but he never was ambitious for office. I 
myself try not to get involved in politics, although people often come to me and 
Say: ‘Tell Yoram this or that, advise him to take this or that measure." I always 
tell them that Yoram does not need their advice or mine. He himself knows what 

to do. I muet confess that when I attended the swearing in ceremony of Yoram 
this week, I was very excited. 


Personal comment: I wanted to ask the minister of finance and minister of 
compunications, Yoram Aridor, what would happen if the mirister of communications 
would come to the minister of finance and ask for financing of millions to carry 
out « basic development program. Would he tell him: I don't have it! But the 
telephone line was busy... 
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GAZA MAYOR ASKS FOR PREPARATIONS POR LOCAL ELECTIONS 


TAO91908 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1710 GMT 9 Mar 61 


[Excerpt] Gaza, 9 Mar--Gaza Mayor Shaykh Rashad ash-Shawwa asked the military 
governor of the area to begin preparations for holding elections to the municipal 
council and the local chamber of commerce. The request was submitted at a meeting 
which lasted 1 and 1/2 houre held at the municipality building conference hall 
attended by council members, senior officers and journalists. The mayor also 
requested that electricity supplies to the city be doubled or, alternately, the 
construction of a local power plant. Ash-Shawwa urged accelerating the handling 
of the population's request to establish a university and a technical school in 
Gaza and canceling of instructions that funds arriving from the Arab countries 

to Gaza be channeled through the Welfare Ministry rather than through the Interior 
Ministry, as it had been in the past. Another request raised at the meeting was 
to allow expansion of the oxydenation basins and, to that end, allocate the appro- 
priate tracts of land. 





The Gaza mayor also asked for permission to receive additional funds from overseas 
to complete construction of a cultural and sports center in the (Rimal) quarter 
at a total cost of $13 million. The mayor also voiced his complaints about the 
harsh treatment accorded to certain persons by Israeli security officials and on 
the interrogation methods used on suspects. 


The meeting was held at the mayor's office and, in an extraordinary move, the 
military governor was also invited. At the beginning of the meeting, ash-Shawwva 
seized the opportunity to make a political statement. He asked Brig Gen Yitzhaq 
Segev to convey the desire of the entire population to achieve a solution enabling 
the establishment of a Palestinian state in their fatherland and to found peace on 
a just solution on the political level. Brigadier General Segev promised to convey 
their desire. 


Replying to the mayor, Brigadier General Segev expressed his pleasure at being 
invited to the meeting and promised to arrange a meeting between representatives 
of the Israeli Electric Company and the city leaders to solve the problem of elec- 
tricity outages and disruptions. Segev added that the military government had 
connected refugee camps and remote villages to the electricity network and this 
could have been the cause for the outages. The problem can be solved, Segev 
added. Brigadier General Segev promised he would see to it that funds from over- 
seas are transferred through the Interior Ministry in the future. 
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SHIM'ON PERES ON LINKAGE OF PEACE, ECONOMIC GOALS 
LD111055 Rome AVANTI! in Italian 3 Mar 61 pp 1, 7 


[Interview with Ierael labor party leader Shim'on Peres by Gabriele Eschenazi in 
Tel Aviv: “Peace Necessary to lerael"~<-date not given) 


[Excerpt] Tel Aviv--(Question] The Jordanian-Palestinian solution that your 
party is proposing has recently prompted negative reactions both in the Arab 
world and in the international community. Who are your allies in advocating 
this plan? 


{[Anewer] Jordan exists and this fact gust not be ignored. We want to establish 
peace with all our Arab neighbors, and that includes Jordan. The fact that King 
Husayn recently rejected our plan is only of relative significance. For years 
Egypt too refused to make peace with us, but then came to the negotiating table. 
Jordan must decide whether it wants peace with Israel or whether it prefers 
confrontation. We want to achieve a complete peace, and this peace inevitably 
embraces Jordan too. 


[Question] Is your party willing to consider other alternatives apart from the 
Jordanian one, so as to avoid a stalemate? 


{[Anewer] We are w lling to negotiate with representatives of the Palestinian 
population in the occupied territories end with Palestinian representatives who 
recognize Israel and condemn terrorise. We are willing to take our proposals to 
the negotiating table and to hear the other side's proposals without any precon- 
ditions, on the basis of Security Council Resolution 242. 


[Question] To what extent do the Israeli laborites accept the viewpoint of the 
division of Palestine for reasons of principle, and to what extent for tactical 
reasons? 


[Anewer] We accept the viewpoint of the division of Palestine principally for 
reasons of principle, that is, because we do not want to dominate a population 
of 300,000 Arabs against their will. 


[Question] Why does your party not recognize the Palestinians as a people in 
the political program approved at its latest congress in December? 

















[Anewer)] Our party does not issue “certificates of identity” to peoples: Each 
people decides on ite own identity. We recognize the existence of a special 
Palestinian identity and accept the Camp David agreements, where they mention 
“the Palestinian people's legitimate rights." There are two peoples on thie land 
who are entitled to assert their own national identities; the probleme to be 
resolved are not theoretical but political--that is, they concern not the problem's 
definition but its practical solution. 


[Question] To what extent will your election campaign be influenced by the pree- 
ence or otherwise of a party headed by Moshe Dayan?’ 


[Anewer] The present Israeli situation demands for the near future a government 
which enjoys the confidence of the majority of voters. We are not concerned with 
what other people do: We will fight on our own behalf, not against anyone in 
particular. We want to gain an absolute majority in Parliament and to this end 
we will conduct a positive election campaign, during which we will present our 
political program to the Israeli people. At present Israeli democracy lacks a 
government to represent and guide it. 


[Question] Will Israel be the first democratic country to succeed in resolving 
the problem of the highest inflation rate in the world without harming its demo- 
cratic character? 


[Anewer] I am sure that it will. Inflation is neither an inevitable process 
nor one of supernatural origins: Men can remedy their errors. Never in W years 
of labor government was there such a high inflation rate, and I believe that we 
would be able to surmount this difficult situation within the democratic framework. 


[Question] To what extent is inflation caused by outside factors and to what 
extent by the Begin government's liberalism [liberalismo]? 


[Anewer] The Likud's economic policy is the principal cause of inflation. We 
are not the only country in the world which has to import oil to satisfy almost 
all its energy requirements: Several countries are in the same position as we 
are and yet they do not have such a high inflation rate. There is almost no 
economic planning and the distribution of the national product is inequitable. 
We differentiate between profits deriving from speculation and profits deriving 
from productive activities. We want to hit and prevent speculation and to 
encourage production. 


[Question] What are the cornerstones of the laborites' anti-inflation policy? 


[Answer] First we want to reach an agreement among industrialists, trade unions 
and government to slow up price increases, thus making possible a policy of balance 
among the various economic interests. We intend to restore the mechanisms of 
production incentives to regenerate economic development and to introduce a drastic 
cut in public spending. 


[Question] What relationship do you see between economic and peace problems? 
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[Anawer) There certainly are links and connections between the two problems, 

but each must be resolved separately. The peace policy on the international 
plane and the economic and social policy on the domestic plane will eventually 
meet. Economic development must go hand in hand with peace. We have succeeded 
in giving a land to a people without a land, and in developing one of the world's 
most advanced agricultures, and now we want to impart a thrust to industrial 
development from the technological and economic viewpoint. Peace can only help 
us pursue these aims. 


[Question] When you talk about industrial development do you believe it is 
possible to halt inflation under conditions of economic growth? 


[Answer] We must create new jobs and must prevent unemployment, so we must direct 
capital toward investments in industry. We must combat speculation and render 
domestic and foreign capital productive. When we were in government there was 

an 8-9 percent annual economic growth rate and a 27-30 percent inflation rate. 
Under the Likud government we have a 1-2 percent growth rate and 100-130 percent 
inflation. I believe that our program can definitely be realized. 
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ISRAEL 


EXPORT PICTURE FOR 1980 REVIEWED 


Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 19 Jan 81 p 10 


[Article: “Revolution in 1980 Exports: Mineral, Chemical, and Metal Industries‘ 
Share Increases; Textile and Food Industries’ Share Declines") 


[Text] A “revolution” in the composition of Israeli exports occurred in 1980. 
The share of the mineral, chemical and metal industries increased at the expense 
of the food and textile industries. The significance is that heavy industry is 
gradually taking first place in Israeli exports, while light industry is in 
retreat. 


The figures on exports indicate that several branches of industry have registered 
Significant growth after succeeding in capturing foreign markets. The change in 
the composition of exports follows the policy of developing industry and basing 
exports on heavy and sophisticated industry, and less on light industries which 
are subject to fierce competition in European and American markets. 


Following are figures on developments in the prominent areas of industrial exports: 


Mines and Minerals: The general scope of exports for 1980 of these industries 
amounted to 159.2 million dollars, as compared to 103.3 million dollars in 1979, 
a growth rate of 47.9 percent. This growth is the result of a substantial increase 


in the export of two products--phosphates and fertilizers. Exports of phosphates 
rose in the last year at a rate of 68 percent, to 32.8 million dollars, as compared 


to 19.5 million dollars in the preceding year. Exports of fertilizers grew by 
43.3 percent to 109.8 million dollars, as compared to 76.6 million dollars in 1979. 


Chemical Industries: Total exports in 1980 amounted to 729.7 million dollars, as 
compared to 530.3 million dollars in 1979, a growth rate of 37.4 percent. The 
outstanding increase was in raw plastic materials, whose exports totaled 59.6 
million dollars, as compared to 25.5 million dollars in 1979, an increase of 
133.5 percent; pesticides and disinfectants, whose exports totaled 128.6 million 
dollars, in comparison to 104.5 million dollars, a growth rate of 23.1 percent; 
nitrate potash, whose exports totaled 76.3 million dollars, as compared to 41.5 
million dollars, an increase of 83.7 percent. 
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Non-metallic Minerale: General exports totaled 15.4 million dollars in the past 
year, ae compared to 8.96 million dollars, an increase of 71.8 percent. The were 
notable increases in the exports of glase and mirrors from 3.44 million dollars 
tn 1979 to 5.82 million dollars, an increase of 69.3 percent. In various non- 
mettalic mineral products there was a growth of 79.8 percent, or 5.24 million 

as compared to 2.91 million dollars in 1979. 


Basic Metal (Aluminum) Industries: Exports totaled 97.09 million dollars, in 
comparison to 39.08 million dollars in the preceding year, an increase of 148.8 
percent. The most significant increase was in the export of pipe which in 1980 
totaled 10.68 million dollars, as compared to 1.95 million dollars in the prior 
year, an increase of 447.4 percent. 


Electrical and Electronic Equipment: Last year, exports totaled 256.6 million 
dollars as compared to 166.02 dollars in the prior year, an increase of 54.5 
percent. The growth in this area was in electronic measuring equipment, broad- 
casting and recording equipment, and in cable and electric wire. 


Metal and Machine Products: Last year, exports of these products totaled 595.9 
dollars, as compared to 483.3 dollars, an increase of 23.2 percent. The growth was 
concentrated in stove devices and sprinklers, which reached 15.9 million dollars, 
as compared to 6.8 million dollars, an increase of 133 percent; and in cutting 
tools whose export rose by 58.4 percent to 32.34 million dollars, as compared to 
20.4 million dollars in the prior year. 


Food Industries: Last year exports reached 301.1 million dollars, as compared to 
249.8 million dollars in 1979, an increase of 20.5 percent. An impressive growth 
occurred in the export of seed oil cake and proteins, reaching 23.47 million 
dollars, as compared to 11.26 million dollars in the prior year, being an increase 
of 108.4 percent; in flour and baking products there was an increase of 100.8 
percent to 5.26 million dollars, as compared to 2.62 million dollars in the 
preceding year; a gradual increase was also evident in exports of citrus fruits, 
totaling 147.17 million dollars, as compared to 129.2 million dollars in the 
preceding year, an increase of 13.8 percent. 


Textile Industry: In the past year, exports grew at a rate of 40 percent to 149.2 
million dollars, as compared to 106.5 million dollars in the preceding year. 

Exports of cotton fibers grew by 131.3 percent to 27.16 million dollars, as compared 
to 11.74 million dollars in 1979; exports of synthetic weaves grew by 566.8 

percent to 4.78 million dollars, as compared to /!8 thousand dollars in 1979; 
exports of knitted fabrics rose by 2400.6 percent to 4.69 million dollars, as 
compared to 188 thousand dollars in 1979. 





Garments: Exports in 1980 totaled 298.4 million dollars, as compared to 211.6 
million dollars in 1979, a rise of 41 percent. The products where growth was 
prominent were: pants--an increase of 65.7 percent, to 31.75 million dollars, 
as compared to 19.1 million dollars in 1979; knitted garments: a rise of 36.8 
percent, to 107.4 million dollars, from 78.5 million dollars in 1979; swimwear: 
& rise of 28.1 percent to 14.5 million dollars, up from 11.3 million dollars 
in 1979. 
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Wood Products: Exports in 1980 totaled 37.9 million dollars, in comparison to 

31.6 million dollare in 1979, a rise of 20 percent. Eapecially prominent was the 
increase in exports of veneers, a rise of 8586.4 percent, to 19.56 million dollars, 
as compared to 70.5 million dollars in 1979. 


Paper and Carton Industry: In 1980, exports increased at a rate of 57.2 percent, 
to 14.8 million dollare, up from 9.4 million dollars in 1979. Especially 
prominent was the growth in exports of cardboard and products, an increase of 
282.4 percent, to 1.76 million dollars. 


Printing and Publishing: Exports last year totaled 24.53 million dollars, up from 
15.7 million dollars in 1979, a rise of 55.6 percent. A real “jump” occurred in 
exports of print, which rose by 161.9 percent to 7.80 million dollars, as compared 
to 2.7 million dollars in 1979. 


Leather and Products: Exports in 1980 totaled 45.8 million dollars, up from 41.3 
million dollars in 1979, a rise of 10.8 percent. A notable rise occurred in 
exports of footwear, which rose by 79.6 percent to 11.8 million dollars, up from 
6.58 million dollars in 1979. 


Rubber and Plastics Industry: In 1980, exports increased at a rate of 36.3 
percent to 117.9 million dollars, up from 86.4 million dollars in 1979. Rises 
included: various rubber products, at a rate of 155.6 percent to 5.25 million 
dollars, up from 2.05 million dollars in 1979; tires and tubes, at a rate of 64.4 
percent, to 3.29 million dollars, up from 2 million dollars in 1979. 


Transpcrtation Equipment: A retreat occurred in exports of transportation 

equipme t last year. There was a decline of 6.5 percent to 233.9 million dollars 
in comparison to 250 million dollars in 1979. In particular, there was a decline 
in exports of aviation equipment at a rate of 7.4 percent to 211.3 million dollars, 
down from 228 million dollars in 1979. 
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ISRAEL 


ELECTRICITY GENERATED WITH SOLAR, GEOTHERMAL ENERGY 
Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 3 Feb 81 p 4 


[Article by Shlomo Givon: "Modern System for production of Cheap Electricity 
Developed at Ben Gurion University") 


[Text] Scientists of the Department of Mechanical Engineering of Ben Gurion 
University at Beer Sheba have succeeded in building a system for producing 
electricity with the aid of the sun's energy or geothermal water (at temperatures 
above 80 degrees). 


This modern technique, which was presented for the first time yesterday, is based 
on the operation of a generator by the magneto-hydro-dynamic method--i.e. use 

of any source of heat in order to heat organic material which accelerates Liquid 
metal within a magnetic field, thereby creating electricity. 


Prof Yermiyahu Branover, who has been involved in this project for 3 years, 
explained yesterday that he has already succeeded in the past in producing 
electricity with a magneto-hydro-dynamic generator, with the aid of Liquid fuel. 


The innovation in using the new system is that instead of expensive fuel, solar 
heat is used to heat water to a temperature of 80 degrees Celsius, and with this 
heat, and by the use of organic material, an engine accelerates liquid metal 
which flows within a magnetic field and creates electricity. 


Prof Branover explained that until now scientists who worked on projects such as 
this were forced to use very high temperatures of 3000 degrees Celsius. This fact 
raised a serious question about the economic feasibility of the hydro-dynamic 
method of producing electricity. 


The innovation in the research of Prof Branover and the team of researchers who 
worked with him lies in the fact that they succeeded in “bringing down" the 
temperature necessary to the process to 80 degrees Celsius. This enabled the 
use of geothermal waters found in various strata in Israel (Ashdod and the shore 
of the Dead Sea). 














According to Prof Branover, the system which was built at Ben Gurion University 
is the first original development of its kind in the world, and a patent was 
registered for it 2 and 1/2 years ago. 


The advantage of the hydro-magneto-dynamic generator is that it has no moving 
parts, it is completely sealed, and it has a lifetime of about 30 years, without 
interruptions or breakdowns, on the condition that the source of heat is assured. 


The electricity produced by this system is cheaper by about 50 percent. According 
to Electric Company calculations, a kilowatt/hour today costs 10 cents, while with 
the new system a kilowatt/hour costs about 5.5 cents. 


The system has been operated successfully for 4 months, and is presently supplying 
only several watts. According to Prof Branover, there would be no problem in buil 
building systems of various sizes for supplying electricity for factory or home 
use, such as heating water and running air conditioners. 


It was reported that the electric company is no developing a program for supplying 
electricity to a kibbutz of 100 families by means of the hydro-dynamic method with 
the help of solar energy. 


The next stage in the development of the new method will be the creation of a 
system to supply 10 kilowatts of electricity. It will be completed by 1982. 
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ISRAEL 


SHRIMP GROWN IN HEATED WATER 
Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 26 Jan 81 p 5 
[Article: “Attempt to Develop Sea Farming Based on Power Station Cooling Water") 


[Text] The first attempt in Israel to develop sea carming based on the use of 
cooling water from power stations, heated to 10 degrees above the temperature of 
ordinary sea water, is currently being carried out in the power station areas of 
the electric company in Haifa. 


Within the framework of the experiment, a pool of an area of a half dunam has been 
dug next to the biological laboratory at the Haifa station. 


Two months ago, members of Kibbutz Gan Shmuel, who are participating in the 
experiment, brought 20,000 one-day old shrimp to the pool. Each shrimp had 
grown to a length of 5 millimeters. 





It has been established that the shrimp thrive in a power station water, and sell 
well in European markets. 


The pool receives cooling water at a temperature of 8 to 10 degrees above sea water 
in the vicinity. According to the laboratory director at the electric company, Dr 
Asher Giti, this amounts to spring in the middle of winter. While the water in 
Haifa bay is 16 degrees during the winter, the pool water in the same period 
reaches temperatures of 20 to 22 degrees. As a result, there is an accelerated 
growth of algae which serves as food for the young shrimp. 


The high temperatire, the abundant food, and the frequent change of water create 
good growing conditions in the pool. 


From tests already conducted it has been shown that the shrimp in this pool grow 
much more rapidly than shrimp in ordinary pools. While under ordinary conditions 
it takes up to a year for shrimp to reach marketable proportions, in the experi- 
mental pool the shrimp are marketable after a half year, according to the internal 
newspaper of the electric company. 
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ISRAEL 





CONSULATE IN ALEXANDRIA--Israel is soon going to open a general consulate in 
Alexandria which, at first, wi'l deal mainly with commerce. An agreement con- 
cerning this was reached in ta.as between Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali and 
Israeli Ambassador Eliyahu Ben-Elisar. Our Cairo correspondent, Arye Gus, reports 
that no consul has yet been appointed, nor has a suitable bui.ding for the mission 
been ‘a [Text] [TAO061121 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1000 GMT 6 
Mar 81 


"TERRITORIAL COMPROMISE’ IN GOLAN--Sh'm'on Peres has said that there is no room 
for a territorial compromise in the Golan Heights, but added that it would be a 
political mistake to erase the word compromise from our lexicon. At any rate, 
Peres said, the Golan line of settlements would be the final line to which Israel 
would be prepared to withdraw after a peace agreement is reached. Peres was 
speaking in the course of a tour of the Golan Heights. [Text] [TA081659 Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 1600 GMT 8 Mar 81) 


TRADE WITH FRANCE, EEC--Mutual trade between Israel and France has doubled in the 
last 3 years from $200 million in 1977 to over $400 million in the last 9 months 
of 1980. This was reported by president of the Israel-France Chamber of Commerce 
David Lubinsky at the chamber's General Assembly held in Tel Aviv on 9 March. On 
the same occasion, director general of the Industry, Commerce and Tourism Ministry 
Yoram Ziv reported on Israel's trade relations with the EEC, saying that Israel's 
exports to the EEC countries in 1980 amounted to $2,162 million which constitutes 
41 percent of Israel's total exports. During the same period, Israel imported 
$2,978 million worth of goods from the EEC countries. [TAO092104 Tel Aviv ITIM 

in Hebrew 1715 GMT 9 Mar 81) 


ELECTRICITY PRICES--The electricity prices will go up by 8.5 percent. The price 
hike was approved by the Knesset finance committee at the recommendation of the 
Energy Ministry. [TA092104 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1200 GMT 9 Mar 81] 


WORKERS FROM THE TERRITORIES--In February, 47,530 persons from the territories 
were employed in Israel through the employment bureaus, as compared with 46, 309 
in January, and with 46,338 in February 1980. [TA101931 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 
1645 GMT 9 Mar 81) 


EXPORTS DOWN--Israeli exports in Janucry and February totalled $820 million, 
according to data released by the Central Bureau of Statistics, as compared with 








$975 million in the same period last year. This is a drop of 16 percent, and even 
if the drop in diamond exports is not taken into account, the decrease is still 

7 percent. Agricultural exporte in the firet 2 months of 1981 stood at the same 
level as in 1980, thie in the wake of an increase in January and a decrease in 
February. [TA1L01931 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 10 Mar 81) 


TRADE RELATIONS WITH POLAND=--Trade relations between Israel and Poland will resume 
soon, The chairman of the Jewish Fighters, Partisans and Prisoners of Zion, Mr 
Stephen (Greik), was told about this during his recent visit to Poland. Mr (Greik) 
conferred with the Polish minister of foreign trade who told him about Poland's 
readiness to resume the trade agreement with Israel. During his visit, Mr (Greik) 
learned that Poland was willing to resume the payment of pensions to the disabled 
that had been stopped in 1967. This would affect about 40 people currently living 
in Israel. [Excerpts] [TA111127 Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 11 Mar 81 p 4) 


LOCAL COUNCILS--Two local councils are being established today in Ma'ale Efrayim 
in the Jordan Valley and in Ari‘el in Samaria according to a decree issued by the 
military government. A local council was established in Elqana last week. The 
aim is to establish local councils in Qiryat Arba' and a regional council for the 
northern Dead Sea settlements in the near future. Our correspondent Avraham Ben- 
Melekh reported that thus would the municipal deployment within the autonomy be 
completed and would include 10 Jewish local councils. [Text] [TA111131 Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 11 Mar 81) 


TEACHERS' SALARIES INCREASE--The salaries of teachers from Judaea and Samaria will 
be increased by 5 percent from this month. This has been announced by the area's 
commander, Brig Gen Binyamin Ben-Eli'ezer, at a meeting with the heads of the local 
bureaus of education. In addition to this, the teachers from Judaea and Samaria 
will receive a cost of living increase of 20 percent next month. Brigadier General 
Ben-Eli'ezer also said efforts would be made to further increase the teachers’ 
salaries. Some time ago the military government increased their salaries by about 
50 percent and they are higher than those paid in Jordan. The heads of the bureaus 
of education told our correspondent Moti ‘Eden that they were very pleased with 
the meeting and they will issue an announcement this afternoon about their strike, 
which is now entering its 4th month. [Text] [TA111437 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 1400 GMT 11 Mar 81] 


HEBRON CONSTRUCTION--The mayor of Hebron claims that the military government has 
rescinded construction permits issued by the municipality to build in a neighbor- 
hood near the commercial area. Various demarcations began today on that area in 
preparation for its expropriation. The mayor claims that this is a construction 
area and there are new construction starts there. The military government claims 
that the construction permits vere rescinded because they apply to an area outside 
Hebron municipal jurisdiction. The mayor of Hebron also claims ti.at the ground- 
breaking work began today for a road leading to Qiryat Arba’ through an area 
planted with grapevines. The military government has denied this claim. The 
mukhtars of Bayt Lid in the Tulkarm District were today informed that 1,500 dunam 
of their land had been declared state land. This area is designed for the settle- 
ment of Shave Shomron B. This has been reported by our correspondent in Judaea 
and Samaria, Pinhas ‘Inbari. [Text] [TA090649 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 2100 GMT 9 Mar 81) 




















TAX LEGISLATION APPROVED=-The Knesset, Israel's Parliament, last night approved 

a firat reading for new tax legislation introduced by Finance Minister Yoram 
Aridor. The new laws provide for income tax concessions, reductions for industrial 
workers and for working youths, The reading was approved by a large majority, 

The opposition did not vote against any of the tax concessions, with the exception 
of the proposal for the abolition of property tax. But, this too, was passed by 

a large majority. Finance Minister Aridor saya that despite the reductions, the 
treasury will collect an additional | billion Israeli shekelse, almost $100 million, 
because of new measures to ensure more effective tax collection. Aridor said that 
last month the new savings plans brought in 2.7 billion shekels. He again stressed 
that he would not allow the wage framework agreements to be broken and would oppose 
the extension of concessions being given to industrial workers to other sectors in 


the oo: [Text] [TAL10646 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 11 
Mar 81 


LABOR VIEWS ON PLO=--In the first political questionnaire of its kind among 3000 
activists of the Labor Party in the Tel Aviv district, conducted at the initiative 
of the district secretary MK Eliahu Speiser, 84 percent opposed all negotiations 
with the PLO and 63 percent the removal of the Gush Etzion and Jordan Valley 
settlements, even within the framework of a peace treaty. District secretary 

MK Speiser, who announced the results last night, noted that many persons within 
the party pretend to speak in the name of its members on matters of defense and 
foreign policy, but that this is the first time that a real survey has been made 
of activists (members of branch councils ar’ « wapters, and representatives of 
workers’ committees) to determine their opis.ons. MK Speiser reported that 84 
percent of those responding said that the Jordan River should be the defense 
border of Israel, and 70 percent said that they did not believe that Israeli 
settlements could be left outside of Israeli sovereignty within the framework 

of a peace agreement. 74 percent preferred the Jordanian option over continuation 
of negotiations towards the realization of autonomy, and only 50 percent believe 
that it would be possible to reach a positive conclusion with respect to that 
option, if and when the Alignment assumes power. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in 
Hebrew 28 Jan 81 p 3) 7075 





DIMONA PLANE PRODUCTION TO BEGIN--Within three months, production will begin of 
the light executive plane with two engines, in the industrial park of Dimona. The 
name of the light plane will be "Dimona H-38". Presently, negotiations are underway 
with the German firm IDI for flight equipment, and are approaching completion. 

The city of Dimona and the Ministry of Industry and Commerce have made available 
to the German investors two structures of 1200 square meters in the Dimona indus- 
trial park. Yehoshua Porer, aide to the Minister of Industry and Commerce for 
development regions, said yesterday that in the first stage, 60 workers will be 
employed in the production of the new plane. He said that the German firm is 
about to invest tens of millions of shekels in the new project. The IDI Company 
has already begun distributing catalogues for the "Dimona H-38" in Germany. It 
was also reported by the Dimona city council that efforts will be made to employ 
discharged soldiers in the new project so as to solve the employment problem which 
they have been encountering recently. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 27 Jan 
8104) 7075 


GAZA RELIGIOUS GROUPS--The military government in the territories is seeking 
closer relations with religious circles in the Gaza Strip. Our correspondent 
Bassam Ja'bar reports that the Gaza Strip commander received the chairman of 

the religious association for a talk, and heard requests for financial assistance. 
The commander was invited to visit Gaza's religious center, and he acceded to the 
request. [Text] [TAO71323 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1300 GMT 7 Mar 81] 











GOLAN DRUZE PROTEST~=-Golan Heighta=--A group of Golan Druge leaders in a recent 
meeting with Druge MK Jabar Mu'addi alleged that the military government is now 
harassing local Druze who have campaigned againet the Interior Ministry's efforte 
to distribute identity cards among the local population. Mu'addi, recounting the 
Druse charges, has appealed to the Interior Ministry t. stop issuing the ID cards 
on the Golan, and yesterday tabled a motion in the Knesvet to thie effect. The 
Druze leaders, according to Mu'addi, alleged that the military government has 
recently refused to grant Druze permite to meet their Syrian relatives at the 
Majdal Shams border checkpoint, have fired some Druze public employees and have 
threatened to disconnect local telephones. The Druze leaders told Mu'addi that 
their refusal of Leraeli citizenship stemmed from the government's ambiguous 
policy on the future of the Golan. "If the Syrians return, they will punish us 


mercilessly," they told Mu'addi. [Text] [TA130957 Jerusalem POST in English 
13 Mar 81 p 3) 
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BARRE INTERVIEWED ON BILATERAL ECONOMIC, POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 28 Jan 81 p 2 


[Article: "Raymond Barre's Press Conference; interview format and reportage as 
published } 


[Text] At the conclusion of his official visit to Morocco, Raymond Barre, French 
prime minister, gave 4 press conference in Rabat. The text follows: 


"I am happy to meet you at the end of this official visit, which I have just made 
to the Moroccan government,” said Raymond Barre in a preliminary statement. 


"During these last few days the members of the French legation, myself, and the 
Moroccan authorities, have been able to have as complete a survey as possible of 
international problems and problems concerning French-Moroccan cooperation. 


To repeat here the Moroccan prime minister's expression, these meetings took place 
in an atmosphere of calm and confidence; in an atmosphere of calm because nothing 

is troubling the relations between Morocco and France are well aware of the 
importance of their cooperation which is in their own mutual interest and which 

can contribute to peace and development not only in Africa but in the world. I 
should be very happy to reply to the questions you may care to ask, and the minister 
of foreign trade and the secretary of state for foreign affairs can also reply to 
questions falling within their areas of competence." 


Following, this preliminary statement Raymond Barre answered the following questions: 
Tension in Africa and Middle East Touched on with Moroccan Authorities 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, for Moroccan television could you expand on the 
results of the meeting with the Moroccan authorities? 


[Answer] It would take me a great deal of time to elaborate on the talks we have 

just had with the Moroccan government, but the communique will provide you with a 
view of the whole of the subjects coming under our common consideration. I should 
just like to make a distinction between international problems and bilateral problems. 
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Concerning international problems, I discussed with Hie Majesty the king and with 
the Moroccan prime minister the major questions now dominating the international 
scene, I mean the probleme of tensions in Africa and the Middle East ae well as 
the more general problems concerning development in the world, 


France has always believed in cooperation between industrialized countries and 
developing countries, At the initiative of the president of the republic not long 
ago, she was the originator of the North-South conference, With patience and 
tenacity she has sought solutions to probleme concerning developing countries. 


Obviously the future will be dominated by the solutions we can bring to these 
problems, which concern a great part of humanity, at a time when the French govern- 
ment is devoted to the development of the Euro-Arab dialog and since the president 
of the republic is pressing forward with the idea of "trilog" in the political, 
economic and cultural area, it was quite natural that our conversations should bear 
equally on that aspect of international relations, 


The Moroccan Community in France will be Dealt with Under the Best of Conditions 


Concerning bilateral problems we dealt with economic and financial problems of 
interest to our two countries. In this connection I stressed to the Moroccan 
authorities the role France and the French community in Morocco could play in 
Moroccan authorities the role France and the French community in Morocco could play 

in Moroccan development as the country begins a new five-year plan, With this in mind 
I went to the Cherifien Phosphate Office to discuss with the Office's director 

general the medium- and long-term investment plans of this Moroccan public enterprise. 


We also discussed problems of the Moroccan community in France, and I was able to 
point out to the Moroccan prime minister that the Moroccan community would be 
treated on the basis of dignity that has always governed France's conduct regarding 
immigrant workers. 


We also reviewed a number of other bilateral problems, in particular financial problems, 
the problems of the balance of trade, balance of payments, and this led us to consider 
Morocco's relations with the European Economic Community as the second expansion of 
the community could have special repercussions on the trade patterns between 

Morocco and the other Maghreb countries and the countries of the European 

Economic Community. 


Finally, and I was very grateful for what the Moroccan prime minister was willing to 
do in this domain, the Moroccan authorities have deciced on the one hand to take 

steps concerning work conditions for French persons in Morocco, and they have also 
established a certain number of arrangements soon to be announced concerning transfers 
between Morocco and France. 


These were the principal subjects of our conversations. It will be possible for 
the ministers and for myself to provide you with additional details on any more 
specific questions you may care to ask. 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, the major current objective of all people is to main- 
tain peace and coexistence in the whole world. What is the role of France and the 
European Community in this regard? 
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France the Origin of East-West Detente, 


[Anewer] I cannot speak for the European Community, but I can for France, 


France has always worked in favor of peace. I cite three very meaningful examples: 
[Firet:] East-West relations. It will soon be fifteen years ago that France wae at 
the inception of the detente process, agreement and cooperation which to many at 
first seemed strangely rash but which later was widely imitated in thie effort, 
which consists of getting rid of blocs, And Prance has never shown either neutrality 
nor servility, She has not shown neutraliem because she has never hidden the fact 
that she belongs to the alliance of free peoples; she has never shown servility and 
the proof of it is that she has provided herself with her own defense, an independent 
and effective defense. No one had to ask France to make an extra effort for ite 
defense, What we have done, for example, in the 1981 budget is meaningful in that 


regard. 
Respect for Independence of African Countries 


The detente process was badly undermined by the Afghanistan developments. The 
French government has made its attitude clear in that matter, but it does not wish 
for the return of the bloc system, and the president of the republic has tried to 
maintain the dialog, and I repeat, a dialog without servility, since one must 
recognize that peace will only be maintained by both dialog and firmness. Second 
example: the Middle East. You know that since 1967 France has been carrying out 
a persistent effort for a global solution to the Middle East problem, in particular 
a just solution where the rights and interests of the Palestinian people may 
legitimately be taken into account. In the beginning France was rather isolated in 
this policy, but as soon as events confirmed the correctness of the views she has 
always held since 1967, other European countries came to accept it. The European 
Community thus recently adopted a joint position on action to be taken for a global 
and just settlement in the Middle East. 


The third example of France's action is Africa. In Africa France continues the task 
it has undertaken in numerous countries for 4 great many years, and the aid it brings 
to African countries is an aid that respects the independence of these countries. 
Moreover, it only brings this aid at the request of those countries that wish it. 
France does not intend to impose itself. But the countries that ask France for 

aid can be sure that France will be at their side. 


So much for the three examples, the main lines of France's policy. I hope to have 
satisfied your curiosity, gentlemen. 


[Question] During your talks did you find tangible elements allowing you to think 
that the West Sahara conflict can not be settled on a military basis and that it 


is the hour for diplomacy? 


[Answer] I do not see that I should substantially change the terms of my reply just 
because you change the terms of the question. I shall simply tell you that in the 

talks I had on this subject of West Sahara I heard our Moroccan partners’ viewpoint, 
and I expressed France's viewpoint, a viewpoint moreover which I have rendered public. 
I shall not go beyond this declaration. 

















[Question] Mr Prime Minister, some Moroccan observers consider that France's position 
in the Moroccan Sahara conflict is ambiguous? 


France Ie Ready to Act in Favor of a Political Settlement of the Sahara Affair 


I cannot prevent Moroccan observers from having opinions they see fit to have, As 
for France's position, it is clear, I expressed it publicly in the toast that I 
made at the official dinner offered the French delegation by the Moroccan prime 
minister, 


I hope that a political solution takes place in the West Sahara question and France 
is ready, if asked, to carry out an effective action in favor of such a settlement, 
I refer you to the statement I made on that subject. 


Concerning a question on the situation in Chad after the Libyan intervention, Mr 
Barre declared: “When you follow events for a certain duration you notice that what 
people call observers are alvays more responsive to what they call imprecisions than 
to what appear to be the invariables. That is perhaps because the positions of one 
and the other are not the same. A government carries out a certain policy whose 
duration responds to certain principles; it does not carry out a policy to respond 
to emotions, to moods which moreover can be quite changeable according to circum- 
stances. So far as Chad is concerned, France's position has been set forth clearly. 
We have tried for a long time to see to it that a political solution could be found 
in Chad. 


We were asked to withdraw our forces from Chad; we do not impose ourselves on any 
country. We withdrew our forces. It is interesting--not to use another expression-- 
to hear those who asked us to withdraw our forces now tell us that we ought to have 
let them stay. As I said a moment ago, if two countries in Africa wish France to 
bring them aid, France will be there. But France does not impose itself on a 
country that does not wish to receive France's economic, financial and military 
assistance. Respect for the independence of all countries is the principle of our 


policy. 


So far as Africa is concerned we think destabilization should be avoided in this con- 
tinent since nothing would be worse for a group of countries which have to confront 
serious problems and whose essential aim ought to be development. However, develop- 
ment can only be secured in stability and peace. 


The French government conducts a steadfast policy in terms of this principle, even 
if from time to time it may disconcert observers. 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, a question from the paper AL-BAYANE: Everyone admits 
that for a number of historical reasons there are in France's official archives, 
specifically in the French foreign ministry's archives, a number of documents which 
can show that the western Sahara is an integral part of Morocco. Do you not think, 
Mr Prime Minister, that it would be useful to add these documents to the file, as a 
contribution from France to seeking a political settlment of the tension in the 


Maghreb? 


[Anewer] Mr secretary of state you are [Olivier Stern], 
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[Stern] Mr Prime Minister, there are no secret documents in the French archives. The 
various parties are aware of the problems posed in thie regard, In 1975 there was 
a treaty, to which France was not a party, which settled these probleme and which 
went into them with all the documents possible; it is not up to France to intervene 
today when it was not even a party to the 1975 treaty. 


The EEC Role in Settling the Middle East Crisis 





Mr Barre replied to a question on the peace process in the Middle East: “When a new 
team comes into power, obviously all sorte of calculations can be made. A solution 
to the Middle East problem requires a study of the whole of these problems by the 
new American administration and the formulation of the line that administration 

will follow. We cannot get a clear idea of what the United States policy will be 
only three or four days after the new president and secretary of state have come 
into office. I therefore think it better to wait patiently until that policy is 
formulated, defined and clarified, While American policy is being formulated, I 
think it is up to the European Economic Community and especially the European 
countries that for many years have followed these Middle East problems to see to it, 
in consultation with the Arab countries, that some progress can be made toward a 
solution of these problems. 


The Habit of Living Together and Working Together 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, my second impression that Morocco always gives more 

to France than France can give Morocco. [sic] I should like to ask you if you feel 
that France is doing truly all that it can to satisfy the needs, particularly the 
economic needs, of Morocco, or do you not think that France could do more, particu- 
larly in the field of investments, where all the potential has not yet been exploited? 


[Answer] Sir, there is always a difference between what one hopes for and what is 
possible. I have noted that Morocco hopes for an increase in economic, industrial, 
and financial cooperation, and the final communique bears this out. At the same 
time Morocco goes along without seeking to diversify its economic relations, and I 
understand this country's attitude. 


If Morocco turns more particularly to France, it is because of the historic ties 
between our two countries. It is because, in spite of the difficulties which could 
have arisen, the two countries have the habit of living together, working together, 
and above all there is in Morocco a French community which makes an essential con- 
tribution to Moroccan development. 


Aid to Morocco Will Depend on French Resources 


"But if it is desirable that we develop our cooperation--and what I wanted to do in 
coming to Morocco was to demonstrate France's wish to bring all the assistance in 

its power for Moroccan development--the extent of France's assistance depends on 
France's resources, If we were in a period of great prosperity, then so far as 
investment, and financial aid are concerned, our effort for Morocco, although 
considerable, would be greater than it has been. The fact is that in a period of 
great difficulties France has continued to carry out a policy of cooperation with 

the countries of North Africa, with African countries, and with many other deve loping 
countries, and this demonstrates its great concern to participate in the great 

effort of development in the world. 


us 











You can see that I do not make a habit of making statements or promises for the 
pleasure of making promises, We are doing wha’ we can, and we will continue, We 
will do what we can on the economic and financial levels within the limite fixed in 
our budget and our balance of payments situation. We can do something thanks to 
the French who wish to come to Morocco, since government alone cannot solve all the 
problems, and obviously an essential element of the contribution France can bring 
this country is the inclination of French persons to come to Morocco, 


You still have to make these inclinations favorable by the reception facilities, I 
had occasion to tell the Moroccan authorities what a contribution to an increased 
French presence in Morocco would be made by certain measures they told me about, for 
example on transfers, or certain measures still under discussion at present, partic- 
ularly in the field of cooperation, or even certain measures we could be led to take 
in the cultural field, 





What is more, Morocco needs enterprises for its development, and I am convinced 

that the investment code the Moroccan government is now preparing will be a real 
encouragement to enterprises, particularly medium enterprises, to come to Morocco, 
Here are a few examples: cooperation is not only the financial or technical 
assistance one country gives another. Between France and Morocco cooperation is not 
only a government matter; it is a matter of men, and I think the ties between 
Moroccans and the French, not only between Morocco and France, are quite strong 
because we can contemplate with hope and confidence the future of Franco-Moroccan 
cooperation. 


Responding to a question on military cooperation between the two countries the 
French prime minister said: 


"There is military cooperation between France and Morocco. Morocco asked France to 
furnish it a certain amount of equipment, and we have done so. We are ready to 
consider requests which the Moroccan government would make to us in this field, 


Asked about measures taken on this occasion on behalf of French contractors in 
Morocco, Mr Barre replied: 


"You will see that reference is made in the communique to measures permitting new 
inducements to cooperation, measures that should become effective in a rather short 
time. 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, several of us French journalists heard a high Moroccan 
personage at Marrakech make the surprising statement to us that French-speaking 
communities are undergoing a kind of breakdown, and he considers that France ought 

to take the problem in hand and create a regular ministry of French-speaking communities 
to defend French-speaking communities and the positions of the French language 
everywhere in the world? 


[Answer] I should tell you, sir, that we are already making a very big effort on 
behalf of French-speaking communities. What happened concerning the Dakar conference 
took place simply because the French government considered it difficult to hold a 
conference on French-speaking communities when the largest French language community 
outside of France, Quebec, could not be represented at the level it considered 

















desirable, But that has nothing to do with the action France conducte in the field 
of French-speaking communities, You know that not only is French policy in the 
field of French-speaking communities, You know that not only is French policy in 
this field extremely important because it takes place through cooperation in the 
field of education, through action favoring the French language, and by the develop- 
ment of the use of mass media, The presence of the French language is strengthened 
just about everywhere, We are going to take further steps in this connection, I 
think the best way to defend French-speaking communities is to see to it that 
everywhere in the world the French language should be used, and men and women trained, 
according to the methods and in the centers of formation and training which are 
France's own, In this way we shall succeed in creating a broad movement to sustain 
French-speaking communities throughout the world, I personally attach great impor- 
tance to efforts in the field of training men at all levels, not only at the levels 
of primary or secondary education, but also at the technical, professional or 
higher levels, It is with this in mind that we are considering with Morocco a 
certain number of measures to take effect during the next few months, 


Nuclear Cooperation Between France and Morocco 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, do France and Morocco plan cooperation in industrial 
use of nuclear power? 


[Answer] You will see in the published communique that the Moroccan authorities have 
announced, and His Majesty the king of Morocco told us most explicitly, that the 
Moroccan authorities have opted to develop nuclear cooperation with France and have 
decided to entrust research on a nuclear power plant to France, 


To a question on the conditions of Moroccan workers and students in France, Raymond 
Barre replied: 


"I believe, sir, that you are ill-informed on what is happening in this field, or 

to be more exact, that you have read bad reports. I shall tell you exactly how 
things are: There is a Moroccan community in France of 400,000 persons. This 
community is treated on terms of dignity that are, I believe, widely recognized, and 
what always strikes me is that when assistance for returning is discussed, those who 
are said to be so very badly treated in France show absolutely no particular desire 
to return to their country of origin. I still cannot understand that. I offer this 
subject for meditation by those who spread reports of France's inflicting bad 
treatment on its immigrant workers. So far as we are concerned we have never sent 
emigre workers back home after they have worked for us. 


Thus the Moroccan community in France will be treated appropriately, that is, with 

dignity. In the past we accepted an extensive immigration because France was in a 

very prosperous economic situation, in a situation of very rapid development, while 
it lacked manpower. In the years 1950 and 1960 its demographic structure led to a 

scarcity of manpower. 


When the petroleum developments occurred, when the first petroleum blow took place, 
when as the consequences of these petroleum developments world economic activity 
slowed and economic development in France was particularly lower than in the past 

at a time when the active population in France was increasing as a result of the 
arrival each year of 250,000 persons on the labor market, then the French government 
decided to stop immigration, 

















I do not find anything there that is degrading to the dignity of those who wish to 
live in France, It is natural that under such circumetances we cannot continue to 
have the same immigration policy as in the past, 


The French government therefore decided to institute a policy of return assistance for 
emigre workers, a policy based on volunteer participation, 


To a question concerning a rapprochement between Morocco and Algeria, Mr Barre 
replied: "I personally think that a certain change has taken place, and I think we 
ought to hope for a greater understanding between Algeria and Morocco. Everything 
that can work in this direction will contribute not only to the solution of pending 
problems but to the stability of Africa in a general way. 


[Question] Can France play a role in bringing about this rapprochement? 


[Answer] Regarding the solution of this problem, it is indeed because France has 
ties of friendship with different countries that she can play a role if these 
countries so desire, 


Industrialization of Third World Countries Must Take into Account Orderly Growth 


To a question concerning the industrialization of Third World countries, i.e., the 
expansion of the EEC to include Spain and Portugal, Mr Barre said: "I think that a 
good part of the Third World difficulties come from the errors committed in 
developmental model of the 1950's, that is to say a forced industrialization without 
sufficiently taking into consideration the need for agricultural development, on the 
one hand, and the necessary social and technical conditions for industrial develop- 
ment, on the other, 


I think that in the long range one must think of the development of the Third World 
in terms of progressive substitution of trade for aid. This means that after a 
period during which the industrialized countries give their financial and technical 
assistance to developing countries, these countries ought to be able to find the 
world market outlets they need. 


It seems to me that the future ought to take very much into account what I have on 
various occasions called an orderly growth of exchanges, that is acceptance of 
imports from developing countries according to commonly determined rules. In the 
third place [sic], you have raised the problem of the second expansion and the 
problems of Morocco and other North African countries with the Commu‘ , It is 
certain that the expansion of the Community to include Mediterraneat 28, 
particularly Spain, could not fail to have repercussions on the trade ps’ ‘ns 
between Morocco and the Community. The French government is aware of this, That 
is why since last year it has been asking the Commission of the European communities 
to give consideration to the repercussions of the expansion of the Community on the 
countries of North Africa, particularly Morocco. This consideration, carried out 
along with the negotiations for expansion, should allow us to adopt the measures 
needed to safeguard the trade patterns between Morocco and the European Community, 
safeguards which I consider indispensable considering the ties existing between the 
countries of the Maghreb and the countries of the European community. I simply ask 
that there not be too much worry in advance, There would be grounds for worry if 
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the Community undertook the expansion process completely ignoring the repercussions 
of this process, What we hope for is that the negotiations for expansion be 
accompanied by some thought leading to measures to safeguard the economic ties 
between North Africa, particularly Morocco, and the European Economic Community, 


Regarding parts of HM king Hassan II's interview in "Der Spiegel" concerning Near 
East problems, Mr Barre indicated that the sovereign's points were well taken, 


Concerning bilateral cooperation Mr Barre said that "my feeling--which was 
strengthened, moreover, by what my compatriots who live in Morocco told me, and who 
are very optimistic about Morocco's future--my feeling is that Morocco has a rich 
potential, and we can have confidence in its future development, It cannot carry 

out this development all by itself; it therefore needs, like all developing countries, 
to count on the cooperation of countries having more abundant resources, In this 
spirit the French government indicated to the Moroccan authorities thorugh me that 
Morocco could count on France's aid for its development." 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


UNION DELEGATES ARRESTED--On 24 January 1981 the police arrested the trade union 
delegates Nourredine Darbahi, Ahmed Lagrini, and Azzedine Rachi. The grounds for 
indictment: exercise of trade union rights. In fact the arrests took place just 
after the institution of the trade union office in the textile factory CIADIC 
[expansion unknown]. The CIADIC boss, allergic to the trade union sector and like 
the majority of his kind, declared war on workers who organize. On the mere call 
of the boss the police hastened to carry out the repression. [Excerpt] [Casablanca 
L' AVANT-GARDE in French 31 Jan 81 p 2] 9772 
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SYRIA 


ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP DISCUSSES ARAB AFFAIRS 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 12 Jan 81 p | 


[Article: “Jerusalem is Ours; the Holy Book Has Taught Us. Syrian Deterrant Forces 
Entered Lebanon at the Request of the Legitimate Government") 


[Text] Archbishop Basilios Samahah, metropolitan of Hauran, Jabal al-'Arab and 
Gholan for the Greek Orthodox Church, spoke to the magazine DUNYA AL-MUJTAMA' about 
Arab and international affairs, from the church's perspective, from which radiates 
faith in God and in love. 


With respect to the issuc. involved in Lebanon, some are trying to interpret them 
on bases not in accordance with the teachings of Christ regarding peace and love. 
The most important subject discussed by Archbishop Samahah was the affect on the 
Arab situation, generally, from his observations regarding the course of the Zionist 
enemy, who has used Lebanese groups to strike at the Arab Nation. 


Archbishop Samahah said: 


"The Arabs are one nation, Moslems and Christians united by faith in one God, strength- 
ened by bonds of kinship, lineage, blood, language, history and a common fate. This 
nation draws its strength from within itself, and its spears are directed outwards, 
while its enemy smiles maliciously and evilly. 


"We can neither guide nor control events, nor invent them. We do not say that Zayd 
should attack ‘Amru, but we, as a bishop of the Orthodox Church, and as an Arab 
before being a Christian, we pray God that He will cause friendship, love and cooper- 
ation to guide the sons of the Arab nation. 


"I can conceive of no Christianity without Jerusalem especially, and Moslems consi”->-r 
it the first of the two ciblahs. 


"If the gospel has governed the Jews, then the lloly Koran has put forth God's 
word, confirming it in many of the noble verses. 


"With respect to revelation of the holy book, we can repeat the words of the Patriarch 
of Antioch, when he says: We are in eternal animosity with the Jows over doctrine. 
Therefore, we agree with the no's of the historic third Khartoum summit. No concil- 
iation, no agreement, no peace. These no's are from the teaching of the holy books." 








in his reply to a question about his views regarding the cooperation and friendship 
treaty between Syria and the Soviet Union, Archbishop Samahah said: 


"My country is always right. Any country in the world ia the Arabsa' friend, if it 
supports our rights and assists our struggle. We are against imperialism in all 
ite forms and colors, and are the foe of those who encourage anyone to support the 
deception of larael." 


Regarding his views about the deterrent forces located in Lebanon, the Archbishop 
said: 


"I am Lebanese, but | am an Arab before any other consideration. Therefore, 1 can 
state that were it not for Syria and the deterrent forces, most of Lebanon's 
territory would be annexed to Israel, as is happening now in the south. Were it not 
for the deterrent forces, the blood of the Lebanese would be flowing in the streets. 
Were it not for the deterrent forces, Lebanon would be split into 20 states. Syria 
only intervened in the fighting going on in Lebanon at the official request of the 
legitimate government, the chamber of deputies, and the heads of organizations, led 
by the Phalange party itself. 


“However, it would be impossible for Syria to be in Lebanon for one faction more 
than another. Moreover, it is not and will not permit Israel to swallow Lebanon. 


"Those who declare Syria to be the aggressor in these circumstances and demand the 
withdrawal of the deterrent forces, do not wish to remove these forces all at once. 
On the contrary, they want it done gradually, which means that they want them to 
stay. They are currently benefiting from their presence in Lebanon. 


"Therefore, the free men of Lebanon are grateful to Syria and appreciate its sacri- 
fices. May Syria and Lebanon remain two harmonious countries, and may every 
Lebanese and every Arab recognize Syria's kindness and its brave army." 


Archbishop Samahah responded to a question about his position regarding the Pales- 
tinian armed struggle movement, under the PLO's leadership, by saying: 


"The most heinous crime perpetrated by the Western nations, which claim to be civil- 
ized and call for justice, was gathering the dispersed racist Jews in Palestine, 

and drive out its legitimate people, whose roots were in the soil for thousands 

of years. 


"The most heinous perpetrated crime is to continue to support this intruding, Nazi 
entity, and supply it with all means of power and life. In the face of this con- 
tinuing historic culpability, there is nothing for the struggling Palestinian people 
except armed struggle. What has been taken by force can only be regained by force. 
The cleansing blood, that free men are shedding on the soil of Palestine, is nothing 
more than oil for the lamp of freedom. 


"Permit me to salute the Palestine Liberation Organization, leader of the holy war." 


Archbishop Samahah closed his discussion with DUNYA AL-MUJTAMA' with his greetings 
for the new year. "On the occasion of the feast of the hegira, let the Arab nation 
be united. The one whose feast day we commemorate, the Arab Prophet Muhammed, caused 
this day to be the starting point to liberate mankind from infidels and idolaters. 
Just as the one for whom we celebrate Christmas, Christ, caused his birthday to be 

a starting point for the spread of goodwill, love and peace unto the world." 
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SYRIA 


ISRAELI ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES SAID DUE TO ARAB STEADFASTNESS 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 15 Jan 81 p 2 


[Editorial by Qasem Yaghi: "Deteriorating Conditions in the Zionist Entity Result 
From Arab Steadfastness and Solidarity") 


[Text] No two people would argue that the internal situation of the Zionist entity 
is disturbed and complicated on various levels and in various respects, particularly 
in the economic situation, where there has been a general deterioration in all facets. 
To be exact, this has occurred in the financial sector, because of high and abnor- 
mal inflation rates, which have raged through the Zionist entity like a storm, 

since the liberating October war. 


Furthermore, no two people would argue that the support, which the Zionist entity 
has received, in all areas and in various fields, from American imperialism itself, 
since the October liberating war, especially in the military and financial fields, 
surpasses every expectation. This is to such a degree that the American administra- 
tion of President Jimmy Carter has decided to grant assistance to the Zionist entity 
of approximately $3 billion for the next fiscal year which, in the United States, 
starts at the beginning of the seventh [sic] month of the current year. 


We must point out that this vast amount of American aid, granted to the Zionist en- 
tity, equals approximately the totel amount of aid that American imperialism has 
distributed to those regimes circling in its orbit, including the regime of the 
Egyptian ruler, who betrayed his people and sold out the holiest of causes, the Pal- 
estinian case, for an American bank account. 


There is no doubt that American imperialism has not only granted vast material aid 
to the Zionist entity, but rather, has also made political support available to it. 
It has not withheld any diplomatic initiative in the service of Israel. It has ex- 
pended all efforts available to the United States, on the political and diplomatic 
levels, so long as it was expected to guarantee Israel's security and help keep it 
the superior force in the Arab-Israeli struggle. In order to reach this goal, it 
uses any means or type of plot to fragment Arab solidarity, which played a key role 
in the Arabs' victory during the October liberating war. These plots range from 
the tragedy of the Lebanese civil war, to the latest, the Iraqi regime's war against 
the Islamic revolution in Iran. 


With all that American imperialism has done to support the Zionist entity since 
1974, in restoring its previous balance prior to the October liberating war, 
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especially the plot, hatched by American imperialism and world zioniam, and carried 
out by the traitor, Anwar Sadat, in cutting Arab Egypt out of the Arabs' fateful 
struggle to liberate occupied Arab, Palestinian soil, the Zionist entity ie still 
not back to where it was. On the contrary, its general situation has clearly 
deteriorated in various areas, especially its failure to suppress the shudders of 
the Arabs of the occupied territory inside their large prisons, and even inside 
their solitary prison cells, which has persisted, along with a people's revival, 
encompassing all Arabs inside the occupied land. 


The Zionist entity's deterioration was not a coincidence, but rather, it is a de- 
cisive result of stubborn Arab resistance to the Zionists’ challenge, along with 
world imperialism now, and western colonialism previously. When the attack against 
the Arab Nation began in the last cnetury, they tried to impose their erroneous log- 
ie by planting an artificial organ in a healthy body, in place of a natural organ. 


Consequently, the crises currently being suffered by the Zionist entity are a nat- 
ural result of the historic Arab masses' rejection of the Zionist presence, and a 
summation of the total progress of the Arab struggle, still continuing against the 
entity, established at the expense of a people who have rebelled against it, and 
who have never submitted to it. 


All this absolutely confirms that the Arabs' path to victory, in their fateful battle 
against the Zionist entity on occupied soil,is the same path that the Arabs followed 
in the October war, represented by complete Arab solidarity, which uncovers the 
energies and restores Arab capabilities to confront the continuous Zionist agression 
against the Arab Nation and to ultimately defeat it. 


Since Egypt has been temporarily removed from the battle, the Arabs must unite in 
solidarity with the eastern front, which revolutionary Syria represents as its front 
line and main citadel, so that it can achieve victory for the masses of our people, 
after long resistance and great suffering. Be assured that the Arab's solidarity 
and steadfastness in the face of Zionist aggression is responsible for the break- 
down of the Israeli society and its total collapse. 
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SYRLA 


SYRIAN REGIME'S TORTURE METHODS DESCRIBED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic Dec 80 pp 14,15 


[Article: "Syrian Authorities Use the Jews' Terror Methods; Beating With an Axe, 
Instead of a Club, When Frustrated over Extracting Confessions!") 


[Text] AL-DA'WAH, with (Allah) God's help, has been able to meet with one of 
the mujahedin brethren who left Aleppo a week ago. From him, it obtained a ser- 
ious report about what is happening inside that heroic and beleagured city. 


He began by talking about al-Ma'mun secondary school, the largest secondary school 
in Aleppo. He said: 


"Al-Ma'mun is considered the biggest secondary school in Aleppo. The number of 
students last year, before the Syrian Islamic revolution escalated, was 1800. As 

a result of the escalation of mujahedin efforts against the despotic, voracious and 
barbarous Nusayri regime, because of the cohorts of the client regime, the number 
of students this year was only 800. Among the remaining 1000 students are those 
who have joined the mujahedin, pursued by the regime. 


Among those who were martyred, for example: Haytham Hanzani, a student, obtained 
his bachelor's degree and Islam Abu Hamidah and Aysar Abu Hamidah, Palestinians 
from al-Nayrab camp in Aleppo. Their third borther, Ahmad Abu Hamidah, was also 
martyred, along with Mazen al-Qadhi, Fares Hamwi, Yusef al-Misri, Fadhel al-Hajj 
Yusef, Nafe' Quds, and other school students. Another group is in prison and 
detention camps; for instance, Bukri Shawa', ‘Abd al-‘Alim Khiyatah, ‘Adil Qurrah 
Hamud, and Maher Najjar. As for the names of those who joined the ranks of the mu- 
jahedin, they are known to God!" 


A Picture of Inside Prison! 


1 asked him about his ordeal inside the prisons of the despotic Nusayri regime, 
and he said: 


"The savage torture is during interrogation. I was interrogated in the state 
security branch office by several officers, all of whom were Nusayris, except one 
who said he was Sunni. His name was Abu Ghayath from Dayr al-Zawr. Among the 
officers who interrogated me was Captain Hamad al-Zayni, a Nusayri. He is the real 
ruler of Aleppo now. The Nusayri authorities in my interrogation used vicious 
methods. The one who supervised my torture was Abu Ghayath, whom they said was 

a Sunni. During the torture, the Nusayri officers expressed their sympathies to me, 














while they were giving orders to Abu Ghayath! The best-known torture method was 
"the automobile tire.” One of ua would be placed inside it, completely stopping 
all movement. Then he would be violently beaten. Electric shocks were also used, 
There was another method that they called the “relaxing platform.” This meant 4 
table, upon which one of us was laid out. Then rope was ubed to securely tie his 
whole body, so that he could not move any part of it, except his mouth to scream, 
Another form they used was to get a bottle of Coca Cola, smash the neck, push it 
into the anus, thus tearing it to shreds. In addition, relatives were tortured 
before the eyes of those being investigated. They brought in my brother, 12 years 
old, and tortured him. They put a rod in his anus, and pushed it until he vomited. 
There was another form of pressure put on the detainees. When they were interroga~ 
ting Professor H. Kh., they despaired of getting confessions from him, despite the 
different types of torture they inflicted on him. They brought hie wife in, completely 
naked, which forced him to confess." 


Our brother, the mujahed, gave illustrations of the mujahedin's bravery during 
interrogation. He said: 


"Take brother Raji', which was his movement name. He was commander of a brigade 

of mujahedin, and was arrested as a result of a confession, by one of those who 

have been previously arrested, given under severe pressure. The authorities tortured 
him for 4 days without their learning one word from him, except his movement name 
"Raji'" repeated throughout his torture until he died. 


Another Example 


"The martyr, Muntassar Abu Saleh, was one of brother ‘Adnan ‘Uqlah's comrades. 

The authorities knew that. They tortured him because they wanted to arrest ‘Adnan 
"Uqlah, and he could tell them his whereabouts. They used every kind of means. He 
challenged Major al-Yaf Wazzah, the real ruler of Aleppo, and told him, ‘Yes, ! 
know where ‘Adnan ‘Uqlah is. I know several of the mujahedin's bases, but I will 
not talk about these things. My mother raised me to keep quiet. Do with me what 
you will.’ He kept repeating: ‘Oh God, so long as you are not angry with me, | 
don't care what happens! ' 


"When the hands of those who were torturing him became tired, they threw him into 
his cell until morning, in order to resume his torture the next day. But when they 
went to get him the next day, they found him dead! 


"They tortured another mujahed terribly, but they could not obtain a confession 
which infuriated them. They substituted an axe for the club to beat him with, so 
that they completely mutilated his whole body. Finally, they threw him into a cell 
that measured 70 X 50 cm. It was absolutely bare, and they took him out only once 
a day to satisfy his needs in the least amount of time possible. 


"A fourth mujahed was named al-Hajj Bukri Fathi Nahhas. They pulled out his 10 
toenails, and his entire body was blackened from torture. His mother visited him, 
and he was in this condition. He went to her, crawling. 


"A peasant woman, who lives in the al-Ramushah farms, near the artillery school, 
related that special units came with some persons upon whom torture marks were visi- 
ble. They pured gasoline on them, ignited them, and burned them alive. 
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Media Lies and Falsehoods 


The mujahed told me about the role of the Nusayri media: “The Syrian media disgrace- 
fully falsifies the facts, which is no secret to anyune. The newspaper AL-JAMAHIR, 
which ie published in Aleppo, and whose editor is As'ad Rashwani, reported in one 

of its issues that ‘the authorities had seized a nest belonging to the gang in the 
al-Aneari area, and had killed six of them.’ When we read the names, we found that 
one of them was the martyr Aysar Abu Hamidah, who was killed a month before this 
incident. The newspaper published photographs of two individuals from the Defense 
Companies, whom the Mujahedin had killed. It said that those two were members of 

the gang, and their identities were unknown!" 


The mujahed continues: 





"When law 49 was issued, which gives the opportunity for anyone who wishes to with- 
draw from the Moslem Brotherhood, AL-JAMAHIR met with some detainees in the prisons, 
who had been arrested on suspicion. None of them had any connection with the mujahedin,. 
Nothing had been proven about them under terrible torture. Their names were published 
to the effect that they had left the Brotherhood, and they were released. The truth 
is that they were not mujahedin in the slighest. 





“One day, after this law was promulgated, special units raided the Bab al-Hadid area. 
They stopped passers-by and demanded that each one show his identity card. One of 
the regime's cohorts recorded the names in a notebook, and another one asked every- 
body to sign that they had withdrawn from the Moslem Brotherhood. The following 
day, the names of those who were stopped were published in the newspaper, as people 
who had withdrawn from the Brotherhood!" 
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SYRIA 


STERN ANTI-SMUGGLING MEASURES TAKEN 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 15 Jan 81 pp 1, 11 
[Article: "Stern Anti-Smuggling Decisions and Actions"] 


[Text] New decisions have been taken to combat the smuggling of goods and commodi- 
ties, both inside Syria and abroad, to reorganize inspection systems for land and 
sea ports of entry, and to provide the necessary means and capabilities to correctly 
and completely implement all decisions which could lead to shutting down this nega- 
tive activity, and to remove its adverse effects on the economic, social and secur- 
ity fields. 


In this regard, Prime Minister Dr ‘Abd al-Ra'uf al-Kasim chaired a meeting to follow 
up and complete the study of methods and actions that must be taken to control those 
points of access connecting Syria with neighboring countries. Also discussed was 

the natural and full role to be carried out by the customs authorities, as delineated 
in presidential decree number 112, issued 19 September 1979. 


Attending this meeting were ‘Abd al-Qadir Qudurah, deputy prime minister for economic 
affairs; Gen Mustafa Talas, deputy commander in chief of the army and the armed 
forces, and minister of defense; Maj Gen Nasiral-Din Nasir, minister of the interior; 
the governor of the city of Damascus; the governors of Damascus and Dera’ provinces; 
the director general of customs; and the director of customs police affairs. 


After a discussion of the subject from various angles, and a review of the minister 
of finance's report, a number of important decisions were reached, which require 

the adoption of immediate and urgent actions to apply presidential decree number 112, 
concerning implementing the role of customs authorities on all highways, byways and 
inspection points that connect Syria with Lebanon. 


These decisions also require forming a joint inspection point commission, composed 
of three officers, one each from the military police, military security and customs. 
Inspection procedures will be entrusted to customs authorities, in accordance with 
valid laws and regulations, provided that the mission of the military authorities 
be confined to assisting the customs authorities. 


The basic decisions also included granting equipment, including means of military 
transportation, and the rules of its subordination to customs procedures, and for- 
mation of a military group to protect the gaps in the border areas. 





Smuggling in some border areas was also discussed in this meeting. The Governor of 
Damascus was charged with preparing a comprehensive study regarding those areas, 
and to submit the recommendations to combat smuggling. This is to be done in coor- 
dination with the responsible authorities. 


A supreme anti-emuggling committee was aleo formed, under the leadership of ‘Abd 
ale-Qadir Qudurah, deputy prime minister for economic affairs. Studies are to be 
submitted to it, and it will assume oversight responsibility for implementation 
of the anti-emuggling decisions. 


A review was also conducted in this meeting of the results o! economic drain, 
from which the country is suffering, as a result of animals be cg smuggled across 
the desert. It was decided to task the director general of customs to prepare a 
comprehensive study regarding the customs points, leading to a curb on smuggling 
operations. The necessary decree was issued in this regard by the minister of fi- 
nance. 


In this meeting, it was also decided to put two Ministry of Defense helicopters 
at the disposal of the customs police, for use in anti-smuggling operations. 
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SYRIA 


HLGH TENSLON ELECTRICITY NETWORK UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 15 Jan 81 p 6 


[Article by Zuhayr Jubur: “High Tension Network: Country Nearly Covered; Project 
to be Completed Next Year") 


[Text] The first step in building advanced factories is the process of using en- 
ergy, covering the country with electricity. From this starting point, the high 
tension lines began to be built in 1974 - with a voltage of 230 kv. It is tied to- 
gether in one network, which is fed from the Euphrates dam, to the generating plant 
in Mahradah, the steam works in Homs, and the generating station in Baniyas, which 
is currently under construction. Work is also underway on the Tartus-Latakia line. 


The project has great importance, because it is the way to overcome the low-voltage 
electricity crisis, which negatively reflects on production and the economy. 


The present stage, now being implemented, is to built the electricity towers, which 
is the most important and critical stage. 


The workshops are erecting the high towers between Latakia and Tartus. The work 
is difficult because of terrain undulations and atmospheric conditions. However, 
delay in implementing the stages has forced the workshop to increase efforts and 

to prevail, according to Eng Ma'mun al-Barudi, chief of the voltage networks office. 


Eng Nasrihi, who is responsible for extending the coastal area network says: "The 
work faces many obstacles, the most important being control over the nature of the 
terrain and the cement foundations. So far we have finished several main lines: 
the Euphrates dam-Damascus line, which covered the southern area and was connected 
with Jordan to feed some factories; the al-Tabqah-Hamah-Homs-Tartus line, tied in 
with Lebanon; and then the Mahradah-Hamah and reverse, as well as the Hamah-steel- 
works line, in order to completely cover the Jazirah area. In addition to this, 
most of the 66 kv lines which cover the country [have been finished]. Therefore, 
the plan will have been completed, with the exception of the Tartus-Latakia line, 
currently being worked on, and the Latakia-Aleppo line, which will be worked on 
shortly. The network is connected by transformer stations, which drive the power 
and convert the energy from 230 kv to 66 kv to 20 kv. After that, it is distrib- 
uted to the factories, industrial installations, and the countryside." 
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Completion of the Towers 


The tension towers are the metal columns we see while riding around the provinces. 
They are erected according to the nature and capacity of the terrain, in addition 

to the cement foundations. The process of assembling the towers has been finished 
for some time, but the foundations have not been completed. This is what is holding 
up the work, because any of the foundations is considered the actual basis. They 
must be specially obtained from public sector companies. 


The metal used for the towers is specially manufactured for this purpose, and is 
imported from the Soviet Union. 


The metal parts are distributed so that they will eventually be installed on the 
side of the foundations. The towers are of various kinds, including the standard 
one which measures 39 m high, and weighs 6 tons. Its ‘compass' measures 8 meters 
long. The entire height is 47 m, and its weight is 8 tons. The angled one is 37 m 
long and weighs 11 tons. 


The project is being carried out by Syrian experts. The tower workshops' personnel 
in the country totals 250 workers. There are four engineers and another civilian 
specialist. Some engineers supervise implementation of the project. One of them 
has been working in the high tension field for nearly 22 years. He said that work 
was progressing very well, and the workers have gained excellent expertise. 


Another expert talked about the workshops and the nature of their operation, compar- 
ing it with work in the Soviet Union. The expert said: ‘Workshops in the Soviet 
Union are completely fitted out from the technical viewpoint. Work there is fully 
dependent on machines. 


"Workshops here require more development and relief from manual efforts, because 
the work is important in nature. Our workshops, for instance, use tracked cranes, 
helicopters, transmitters, radio, to direct things while stretching the conductors, 
and tightening them on the towers. Whereas here, the worker is suspended between 
ground and sky, at a tremendous height." 


Our workers ignore the consequences; without a helicopter, they raise the tower. 
They are found on the highest tower, without hesitation or fear. 


Eng Samir says: 


"The presence of experts has given us advanced expertise in precise implementation, 
because it is impossible to actuate the energy, unless the towers are in a state 
of readiness, due to its very great danger. 


"The project will be turned over in the first part of 1982, with its productive capa- 
city, because we mean business about the work. Sometimes we raise four towers in 
a day, if the weather is good, or two in the mountainous areas. 


"In raising them, we use machines, such as bulldozers and cranes. These machines 
might be out of order, or possibly the nature of the terrain prevents their use. As 
for the rest of the work, it is dependent on human effort." 





| have seen them raise a tower. It is a very precisely calculated procedure, de- 
pendent on the descent of a weight connected with it, and the rotation of a winch 
(bulldozer). When the weight descends, the enormous tower rises. This is where 
the critical calculations come in, because the cost of an error can never be com- 
pensated for. The simplest one would keep the tower from fitting on the foundation 
manufactured for it, upon which it is fastened, forcing the workers to do it over 
again. 


Those workers are heroes. We found their marks on mountaintops, in the desert. 
Wherever we looked, we saw the tall tower, which carries high tension electric 
current throughout the country. 


Observations 


It is assumed that the farmers will be warned against the towers' dangers, because 
incidents have been recurring, including climbing to the top of the tower for hunt- 
ing with birdlime, or stretching an electric line to a nearby house, without inform- 
ing the authorities. This kind of electricity is abosolutely nothing to play 

around with, because the slightest tampering with the tower could be fatal. 
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UN CHAIRMAN--AL-QABAS has learned that Syria has begun official contacts with 
Arab countries to support the nomination of Syrian Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister ‘Abd al-Halim Khaddam to chair the next session of the UN 
General Assembly. Sources said that Syria has sent a memo on this matter to 

the Lebanese Foreign Ministry and to some Arab countries. They implied that 
Khaddam's nomination for this international position would keep him away, in an 
honorable way, from the Foreign Ministry, which means a big shift in Syrian 
foreign policy. The sources referred to a similar incident that took place in 
Algeria when former Algerian Foreign Minister Abdelaziz (Boutafliguah) chaired 
the UN General Assembly and then lost his position as Algerian foreign minister 
when his chairmanship ended. AL-QABAS has learned that the strongest candidate 
to succeed Khaddam is Syrian Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Faruq al-Shar', 
who has been recently charged with a number of secret diplomatic missions. [Text] 
[GF121141 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 12 Mar 8! p 1] 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS KILLED--In Syria, four Muslim brotherhood members were 
killed on Monday in Aleppo's al-Sabil quarter when the Muslim brotherhood tried 
to disrupt an official procession staged on the occasion of 8 March anniversary. 
On Tuesday the army encircled a building where Muslim brotherhood members were 
gathered. The army opened artillery fire on the building; 10 people are believed 
to have been killed. In (al-Jumayliyah) an instructor at the engineering college 
was killed in front of his home. Gunfire was heard this morning in Aleppo from 
sources unknown. [Text] [NC122147 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 2015 GMT 

12 Mar 81] 





END OF 





FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


XY Vanek. 48) 








